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Lesson #1

Finding God In Your Marriage
If we so choose we can enter our marriage consciously as a path toward holiness. But we
must choose to do so—and that choice is not always easy.

 Marriage is full of Challenges that when met head on in our marriages can
nurture our spiritual lives in enriching ways.

“Sometimes what is hard to take in the
first years of marriage is not what we
find out about our partner but what we
find out about ourselves.”
Kathleen & Thomas Hart

The first thing we need to do is to confront the prevailing attitude of the society in which
we live. It is the Great American Myth that life is supposed to make us happy – that
happiness is the end goal we are striving for.

ï Happiness is not the _______________ – not even here on earth!
ï Happiness is the ____ - ____________ or ______________ of a life
properly lived.
Examine the “beatitudes” in Matthew chapter 5.
This is equally true in marriage!
There is a “deeper” question that needs to be asked – beyond…
ï How do I improve my marriage?
ï How do I make my marriage easier?
What if God did not design marriage to be “easier”? Or, what if the end goal was not just
happiness?
What if God designed marriage to make us ___________ more than to make us
______________?

If this sounds like a radically different view of marriage...
…It is important to remember that ________________ is a relatively
modern pursuit in marriage.
No marriage can endure on ______________ and _______________ alone.

•

Romantic love has no ______________ to it! The kind of mature love
that is needed to sustain a good marriage – must ______________ –
because marriage is the union of two flawed partners.

When we strive for happiness – we strive for the ____________ ____________!
•

The goal then instead of seeking to find happiness in our marriage might
be better defined as seeking to find God in our marriage.

When we strive for happiness from our spouse – we strive for the __________
________ and from the ____________ ___________!
•

We need to remind ourselves of the foolishness of striving to gain
something from humans that only God can provide!

Marriage is the merciless revealer,
the great white searchlight turned on
the darkest places of human nature.”
Katherine Anne Porter

Marital Analogies Teach Us _______________ About God!
A giant thread runs throughout scripture—comparing God’s relationship
to His people with the human institution of marriage.
It Is The Picture Of Divine Relationship
Hosea leads us into a startling reality…



God views His people as a husband views his wife.
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(Hosea 2:16, 19a)
Isaiah uses marital imagery to stress how...



God rejoices in His people:
(Isaiah 62:5b)

Jesus also uses this imagery, referring to...



Himself as the “bridegroom”
(Matthew 9:5) and



The kingdom of heaven as a “wedding banquet”
(Matthew 22:1-14)

The converse is true as well.

 The prophet Jeremiah likened Israel’s idolatry to adultery. (Jeremiah 3:8)
 Jesus called the people of His day an “adulterous generation” (Mark 8:38)
Marriage: The Picture Of _______________________
Marriage is a window through which we should be able to see God. Ephesians 5:22-33.

In a man-centered view the
focus and the strength of our
marriages is based on our
comforts, desires, and
expectations.

In a God-centered view our
marriages exist and endure for
the purpose of bringing glory to
God and pointing a sinful world
to a reconciling Creator.

Not what will make me happy but what will make God happy!
The goal in marriage, as in all life, is to _____________ __________!
(2 Corinthians 5:9)
The Challenge Is Utterly Selfless!

If my marriage contradicts my message, I have sabotaged
the goal of my life!
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Lesson #2
Locking Out The World
Have you ever seen a gyroscope? You don't need to understand in depth the laws of
physics and motion to be fascinated by watching a gyro at work – frantic, multidirectional rotation, spinning on three axes, with a fixed center. This center, using the
force of inertia, creates a stable force along a single axis.

The Gyroscope & Marriage
God designed marriage – to maintain ___________________ in three ways:
• Husband and wife toward Him,
• Husband and wife toward one another
• Others toward God.
Without God's stability, our marriages risk spinning frantically out of control.
Couples struggle to maintain this godly orientation and can feel disoriented by the
magnitude of marital ____________________ or ____________________.
Some Common Marital Stressors?

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
Resisting Marital Stressors
 WE MUST HAVE ___________________________
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The Biblical basis:
My son, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight,
that you may maintain discretion and your lips may keep knowledge...
Now then, my sons, listen to me; do not turn aside from what I say. keep to
a path far from her, do not go near the door of her house… Prov. 5:1, 2,
7, 8
So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 1
Cor. 10:12

v ______________ __________ is like getting a ____________
We Need:
§ _____________ Hedges
§ _____________ Hedges
§ _____________ Hedges
Boundaries serve more than one purpose. They not only keep people/things out
and people/things in – They define…

 WE MUST HAVE ___________________________

 WE MUST HAVE ___________________________
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The Marriage Covenant
What is a covenant? Is there a difference between a covenant and a contract? Why
is it so important for us to understand the nature of a covenant and to view our
marriage as a covenant?
Read Genesis 15:9-19—This covenant between God and Abraham is a great picture of
God’s intent in any covenant arrangement.
® Over half of all marriages end in divorce. Add the number of marriages on the
rocks, troubled, you’ve got 3/4 of all marriages sunk or sinking.
® Your kids need to know that marriage can work!!!
o How?
§ Watch yours.
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Characteristics Of A Covenant Marriage

u It Is Conducted Before ___________
"Dearly beloved we are gathered together here in the sight of God...to join together here
in the sight of God...to join together this man and this woman in holy matrimony...."

Deuteronomy	
  23:21-‐23	
  
Of the guests at your wedding who was the most important guest
there?

v It Is Conducted Before _______________
Why are the wedding guests there?
What is the purpose of the “registry” book?
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¡ As the couple walked through the blood soaked soil...people watched.
¡ If two leaders of opposing sides enter into a covenant....people watched.
¡ The reason is that the covenant makers could NEVER deny it happened.

w It Declares The ________________ Of The
Commitment
Covenants were made on major decisions
Our responsibilities to each other are not based on a reciprocation.
Ephesians 5:22-33
¡ We assumed we’d be love in return,....but that wasn’t part of the deal.
¡ By our vows, each of assumed 100% responsibility for the marriage.

x There Is No ______________ Mechanism
Five words....... "...till death do us part"
Matt. 19:6

When you get married....there are no "outs."
*The states says "Yes." DIVORCE…
*Your God says "NO."
*Not about being happy, content, pleased, satisfied....Your
either a promise keeper....or you’re a .....liar.

8

Monday Evening
July 23, 2012

Lesson #4

As For Me And My House
Joshua 24:14-24
A report by Warren Mueller revealed that where both parents attend church regularly,
72% of their children continue in the faith. Where only the father attends, that percentage
drops to 55 percent, but where only the mother attends, just 15 percent of the children
remain involved in the church.
If there was any one man out of the pages of the Old Testament that would most impress
us if he could stand behind this pulpit this morning it might certainly be Joshua.

Joshua was…
ü A man of _____________.
ü A man of _____________.
ü A man of _____________.

Not just any message, this was Joshua’s final message.
§
§
§
§

This was the “last will and testament” of this legendary man of God.
There was one great truth that he wanted to leave with those he loved the
dearest.
This last message was directed to the Fathers of Israel.
As a father of the nation and of his own household he commended Fathers to
follow his example.

§

Josh. 24:15 ...but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.

Joshua knew that a nation was only as strong as it’s ____________.
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Joshua, encouraged the men of his day to be what God had designed
them to be – ________________

________________

Eleven words that can save your home, “as
for me and my house we will serve the Lord”.
Three Characteristics Needed When Daring To Be Like Joshua
Joshua Was A Man Of: _____________.
§

IT’S A CHOICE THAT _____________.

A.B. Simpson called this the “wickedness of weakness” when we men
refuse to fulfill our place as the Spiritual head of our household.
ILL. It was this “wickedness of weakness “ that was at the root of Adam’s
original sin, Ahab’s degradation, Solomon’s fall, and Herod’s murder of
John the Baptist.
Joshua tells us it’s time to choose to be the spiritual head of our
household today!

Joshua Was A Man Of: _____________.
Joshua let it be known that he would let no one take from him the God
given responsibility of his house, even if the entire nation went their own
way. He Was Going To Lead

Joshua Said, “… And My House…”
§

YOU MUST KNOW ________________ YOU’RE LEADING
THEM.
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Joshua Was A Man Of:

_____________.

§

HE WAS WILLING TO BECOME A _____________.

§

JOSHUA WAS NOT THE TYPE OF MAN THAT __________
HIS FAMILY WHAT THEY SHOULD DO, HE ________

_______WHAT THEY SHOULD DO.
§

IT’S A CHOICE TO _____________.
o A VOW TO MAKE.
o A MEMORIAL TO BUILD.

No success in public life can compensate for failure in the home.
Benjamin Disraeli

We Need Men Who Will LEARN the Word Of God. (Ps. 119 9-10)
We Need Men Who LOVE the Word Of God. (119:11, 47, 97, 140)
We Need Men Who LIVE the Word of God. (Ps. 119:17)
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Lesson #5

Raising G Rated Kids In An R Rated World
Every godly parent in every society throughout all of history has been plagued with
the problem of trying to overcome the evil influence of the world upon our children.
That is especially true today as our children are bombarded with unwholesome images
and messages. Children have always had opportunities to do wrong but never has the
accessibility to wrong choices been so convenient and broad in its scope as it is now.
The entertainment industry aims its weapons at the heart and soul of our families. In
the media’s hands, TV programs, movies, videos, music and computer games are the
weapons aimed at our homes and hearts. Their philosophies and messages are the
ammunition that shoots down Christian morals and beliefs. We shouldn’t be surprised
that so many young people are entertaining themselves to (spiritual) death. The Bible
warns that if we continue to entertain ourselves with the empty philosophies of this
world, instead of what Christ has taught, it will undermine the joy of salvation and can
eventually destroy our faith in Jesus Christ (Colossians 2:8).

How Can We Win This Battle? How Can We Keep Our
Kids PURE?

P

____________________

 Start On ________

_________!
Matthew 7:7—God Cares
Matthew 21:22—Believe He Will
James 5:16—It Works

Help

Don’t just ask God to "bless our children," but pray specifically for them. Ask God to…

• encourage them to be spiritually strong and
• morally pure. Ask God
• to surround them with godly friends and
• to help them make godly choices.
• Pray that their entertainment choices would encourage spiritual growth.

12

Instead of continually confronting your child about your concerns, try asking God to give
you the right opportunity to talk with your child about any concerns you may have.

U

________ __________ ____________

 Challenge Them to __________

Biblically!

Deuteronomy 6:4-9—First & Foremost
Deuteronomy 11:11-21—The Word Ingrained

• Talk to your kids about their hearts!
• Help them to establish faith
• Give them convictions

R

______________ & ________________

 Establish ____________
 Evaluate & Explain
Job 31:1—A Covenant
“Teens in a hands-on household are over 100% more likely to report an excellent
relationship with their mothers and over 300% more likely to report an excellent
relationship with their father than teens in a hands-off household.”
Because of all the dangers, we need to cut back the time we spend being entertained.
To be specific:
• Don’t listen to the radio or a CD every time you’re in the car. Talk!
• Don’t eat in front of the TV. Limit that to special times.
• Limit the amount of time your kids watch TV. Studies indicate that more than 10
hours per week negatively impacts academic performance. Start with this number
13

and work down. Require your children to earn time to watch TV by doing reading,
homework or Bible study.
• Take a TV fast. Turn it off, unplug it, and put it in the closet for a week. Spend
the extra time talking about the important issues we’ve raised. Reassess your
standards.

E

_____________ _____________

 A Pure ________________
Philippians 4:8—A Mind Consumed

	
  
	
  
We	
  Need	
  To	
  	
  
	
  
____________ ___________

	
  
Our	
  Children!
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Lesson #6

What Does She Want From Me Anyway ?
Have you ever wondered that or maybe even expressed that thought to others?
Because we think and are so different from our spouses we sometimes struggle mightily
to figure out what we did, or what we failed to do to make our wife happy.
The wedding day is not the culmination but rather the very beginning of life together.
Husbands learning to love her as Christ loved the church is difficult and a never-ending
process.

Husbands	
  First!	
  
Know What _________ _________________
There are considerable differences between wants and needs
Three Things Your Wife Needs

To Feel

_____________________

To Feel

_____________________

To Feel

_____________________

MEN ARE GOING TO DISCOVER THAT THEIR
WIVES ARE DRIVEN TO EXPERIENCE
SECURITY!
Security is most wives’ most pervasive need. She longs to know that life with you is
going to be safe! She wants to be assured of:

 Physical Safety
 Financial Safety
 Social Safety
 Emotional Safety
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She doesn’t mean to be unreasonable about this, but it is a constant need to know
that she is safe and secure with you.

For most women, security isn’t primarily a material thing.
It doesn’t come from, knowing, in our heads, that all our
needs are provided for. Security for women is primarily a
heart thing. Our deepest feelings of security come from
being loved and cared about.
Holly Faith Phillips

1. What Makes Her Feel Safe?

When We

____________ ____________ With Her

When We

____________ ____________ Into Our World

When We ___________________ Her Of Our Love
Ephesians 5:25, 28 – Loving our wives
® As Christ loved the church
§ Sacrificially
® As our own bodies
§ Nourishing
This need and the series of questions that she has in her heart will all revolve
around one great question.
Am I More __________________ To You Than Anything Else In Your Life?
This question will present itself in the form of several tests!
She Feels Safest When She Knows That We Value Her
Greatly!
1 Peter 3:7 – Granting the wife honor
® Honor – weighty, of great value, treasured

2. How To Make Her Feel Valued
Four Secrets To Making Her Feel Valued
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Show her That her __________________

is a priority to you

Show __________________ in her life
Show her you Need her and value her

__________________

Show her that you don’t Take her for Granted
Demonstrate With Actions And Express With Words
® How did Christ love the church?
§ Matthew 20:28
§ Descending to greatness

3. Helping Her Feel Connected
Connecting is about creating an experience of intimacy, bridging the gap between
oneself and someone else.
® How did Christ love the church?
§ Ephesians 5:29
§ Cherishing – to warm or soften with body
heat

Kindle The _____________ Of ___________________
3 Things That Kindle Your Wife’s Fire

 Physical _____________________
 Receiving _____________________
 __________________

_____________ Specifically For Her
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Thursday Evening
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Lesson #7

What Does He Need Now ?
And	
  Now	
  –	
  The	
  Wives!	
  
AS MEN MUST DISCOVER THAT WOMEN ARE DRIVEN TO
NEED SECURITY WOMEN WILL DISCOVER THAT THEIR
HUSBANDS ARE DRIVEN TO ACHIEVE…
___________________!
God provides for this in His instructions to the wife. What are those
instructions He gives to the wife?
 Wives ________________ To Your Husbands
 Wives ________________ Your Husbands
Why are the instructions different for the wives than they are for the
husbands? Because the needs are different.
God has created the husband to be the leader in the home—to provide—to
be successful.

What are the questions that men ask in order
to keep their lives simple enough to succeed?

u Is Life With You Going To Be An Expression Of

_______________?

The Truth: He Won’t Feel He Is Leading If your Not Following
Appreciate His Desire To ___________________
Appreciate His Desire To ___________________
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Appreciate His Desire To ___________________
Appreciate His Desire To _______________ & _____________

How Can He Know How Much You Respect Him?
¾ _______________________________________________
¾ _______________________________________________
¾ _______________________________________________
¾ _______________________________________________
¾ _______________________________________________

v Is Life With You Going To Be Filled With ____________________?
The Truth: Compliments & Flirting Are Cousins In Feeling
Successful
Proverbs 16:24 _____________ words are a honeycomb, sweet to
the soul and healing to the bones. But ___________ words pierce
like a sword. Proverbs 12:18
Proverbs 18:21 The ____________ has the power over life and
death.

w

Is Life With You Going To Be _________________?
The Truth: Testosterone Defies Logic
Men don't set out to be unreasonable about sex with their wives, but
they often find themselves sexually restless whenever they are together.
She walks by and he notices the way her hips move. She smiles at him and
he instantly feels sexy. He walks into the bedroom while she is changing
her clothes, and he immediately thinks, this might be a great opportunity.
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All of us men know that this kind of thinking is unreasonable, and we
even -accept that we shouldn't be this way, but none of us are very good at
it.
It is a strange area of life for men. Men pride themselves in being
logical and focused on productivity. They like to make sense and they
long for simple things. Alongside this desire is a man's sex drive which is
in constant activation.
It Is His ________________ — It Is Your _______________
1 Corinthians 7:3
Do Not _______________________ Him
1 Corinthians 7:5
¡ A couple’s sex life is a microcosm of the marriage.
o Recharging his battery
o Initiate sex
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Lesson #8

Pride In Marriage
“There is perhaps no one of our natural passions
so hard to subdue as pride. Beat it down, stifle it,
mortify it as much as one pleases, it is still alive.
Even if I could conceive that I had completely
overcome it, I should probably be proud of my
humility.”
Benjamin Franklin

Pride is a sin that can readily be seen in others but is rarely admitted in
ourselves.

Some Truths about Pride
Proverbs 13:10; 28:25—
Proverbs 16:18—
Proverbs 21:4—
Proverbs 6:17; 8:13; 16:5—

Pride Is Different Than Other Sins
“The essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Rudeness, anger, greed, drunkenness, and
all that, are mere fleabites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became
the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind”
C.S. Lewis
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The Workings Of Pride In Marriage:

Pride ___________________
Pride makes it very difficult to ________ for ___________________
Why is this difficult?
Why is it so difficult to admit fault? Why does it become so much more difficult the
longer we hold on to our pride?
List some ways that pride manifests itself in our marriages that you may not normally
think of as being prideful:
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________

Pride

___________________

Pride makes it very difficult to ___________ ___________________
Why does pride work this way?
Why is it so difficult to be forgiving?
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________
• _____________________________________
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I Need Help!
What Is The Solution To Pride?

What is necessary to develop humility?

Why do you think we don’t pray often for God to make us humble?

Pride is the only disease that
makes everyone sick but the one
who has it.
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