
Introduction 
1. First Impressions Can Be Misleading: 

Whenever you think about the books of 1st and 2nd Chronicles, what are the first words/things 
that come to your mind? A few words that come to my mind are “long lists” and “dry.” A 
couple other thoughts come to my mind also: “Why another book of history? Weren’t the 
others enough? Maybe I will just focus on the others.” These may be the kinds of things that 
come to your mind whenever you think about these books. Often, when we begin reading the 
book, we get bogged down in the first nine chapters and end up quitting because we just can’t 
find it in ourselves to get though all of the names that are recorded in the chapters or we just 
skip it because we already read 1st and 2nd Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings. 

It would not surprise me if many of the original readers did not read all of the verses of 
chapters one through nine and that they had many of the same kinds of questions we may ask 
about the books. But once the original readers of the book got into reading the history, then 
many of the questions would disappear and they began to understand why the book opens up 
the way it does. Hopefully, through our study of First and Second Chronicles, we will see the 
great value of these books and learn why they were so important to the original readers and 
why they have so many great lessons for us about serving Christ.


2. The Date of Writing and the Original Recipients:  
The book of Chronicles (it was originally written as one book) was written after the Jews began 
returning from exile. Dates that are given for it’s writing are anywhere from between 536BC to 
400BC. This makes this book one of the final 4-5 books of the Old Testament that was written. 
Internal evidence shows that Chronicles was written after the exile (1 Chron 9:1-34; 2 Chron 
36:22-23). 

From the dating of the book, the recipients of the book becomes clearer to us. This book was 
written for the Jews who, by God’s grace, were coming back from exile in order to remind them 
of their cherished history and to help them to look forward to the fulfillment of the covenant 
promises that God made to Abraham and David. 


3. Alternative History: 
What seems at first glance to be a re-telling of Samuel and Kings turns out to be something 
more than a mere repeat. There are indeed many similarities between Chronicles and these 
other books of history, but there are considerable differences also. As one commentator states, 
“the Chronicler writes history of an unprecedented sweep, going back to the very beginnings of 
mankind; and where he does cover the same ground as Samuel/Kings, he uses those books as 
a source, but with great freedom, adding quite as much as he omits.”  There are many things a 1

Bible student can miss by neglecting Chronicles, including events and details that the writers 
of Samuel and Kings left out. 

Reading Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles is much like reading the New Testament Gospel 
accounts. You have in the Gospels four accounts given of the ministry of Jesus Christ. There 
are similarities and there are differences. Mark may decide to leave some details out about an 
event that Luke may include, while Matthew may not talk about the event in Jesus’ ministry at 
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all. Then you have John, who wrote his Gospel anywhere between 30-40 years after the other 
Gospels were written who looks at the whole ministry of Jesus with a fresh new perspective, in 
light of the circumstances of the time in which he wrote. The book of Chronicles is much like 
the Gospel of John. Although Chronicles includes many details that the other historical books 
have, it looks at the events it records from a different perspective. The writer is looking at these 
events at a different time period, and He is giving an alternate history of these events to a 
people who were very different from the original recipients of Samuel and Kings. These facts 
need to be kept in mind when asking why the writer of Chronicles included some details while 
neglecting others. 


4. A Theological History Book 
A cursory reading of the book of Chronicles brings out that one of the book’s primary goals is 
to show how God was working in the history of His people. There is more of an emphasis in 
Chronicles about what God was doing behind the scenes compared to Samuel and Kings, and 
there is a lot more emphasis on the system of worship (the levites, the temple, the ark), the 
speeches and prayers of the kings and prophets (that included content about God), etc. These 
show that the writer wanted his readers to focus primarily on the Lord and His promises than 
the people included in the history. The theological focus of much of the book has led some to 
look at much of the book of Chronicles as “a sermon about Israel’s history” or a “levitical 
sermon” designed to call God’s people to faithfulness as they anticipated the coming kingdom 
of God.


5.  Short Outline of Chronicles (1&2 Chronicles) 
The repetition of key words, phrases, and themes in the book of Chronicles shows how the 
author highlights spiritual and theological concepts in the book. The short outline of the book 
below highlights this.


I. A Genealogical Review of Israel’s History (1 Chronicles 1-9)

II. The United Monarchy of David & Solomon (1 Chronicles 10 - 2 Chronicles 9)


A. David’s rise to power (1 Chronicles 10-12)

B. David brings the ark to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 13-16)

C. God’s promise to David & David’s military campaigns (1 Chronicles 17-21)

D. David prepares for the temple (1 Chronicles 22-29)

E. Solomon builds the temple (2 Chronicles 1-9)


III. Judah Under the Divided Monarchy (2 Chronicles 10-36) 

A. Repentance and resistance (2 Chronicles 10-12)

B. The benefits of trust in God (2 Chronicles 13-16)

C. An unholy alliance & it’s consequences (2 Chronicles 17-23)

D. Three kings start well but finish badly (2 Chronicles 24-26)

E. Three contrasting kings (2 Chronicles 27-32)

F. Three kings and humble repentance (2 Chronicles 33-35)

G. Four kings, exile, & restoration (2 Chronicles 36)
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The Heritage of God’s People:  
A Genealogical Review of Israel’s Cherished History  

(1 Chronicles 1-9) 

"Adam, Seth, Enosh; Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared; Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech; Noah, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth."  (1Ch 1:1-4) 

“Ok. That’s enough. Let’s turn the pages quickly until we get to something that is a lot more 
‘readable’.” This thought has probably entered the mind of many Bible readers as their annual 
Bible reading plan brings them into the book of 1 Chronicles. For many, these chapters of the 
Bible seem like “wasted space.” We don’t understand why someone would take the time to 
write down such a long list of names and expect people to actually read them. There seems to 
be no practical value of these chapters as we skim through them. Paul’s statement in 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 (which he wrote with the Old Testament in mind) that all scripture is “profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” does not seem to 
apply to chapters like 11 Chronicles 1-9. 


It may be true that, as we skim through the first nine chapters of this book, we don’t have 
conviction filling our hearts. We don’t read all of the names and think, “Man, I really need to 
make some drastic changes in my life so I can be more pleasing to the Lord.” But the lack of 
these kind of feelings does not mean that these chapters are unprofitable. There are many 
things that these chapters were designed to show their original readers to encourage them and 
to help them to remember God’s working through history. 


More Than Just Names! 

Whenever a Bible student reads a name, he/she needs to see more than just a combination of 
letters on a page. There is more there. The names should remind the student of more. The 
name should remind us of a person. The person should remind us of events. The events should 
remind us of the God who was working behind the scenes. Yes, not every single name reminds 
of great Biblical events in the history of God’s people, but every name does show that God is 
working towards something for His people. Every name has a purpose, and every name is 
profitable because it is leading to the next name, then to the next name, then to the next name, 
etc, etc. 


This list of names, for the Jews who were returning from exile, was a reminder to them of how 
God worked from generation to generation to bring them to where they were now. This list of 
names was a reminder that, through good times and bad, that God was always faithful to His 
covenant promises, and would continue to be in their own lives. 


When a Jewish reader saw a genealogy at the time this book was written, they didn’t see just a 
list of names, they saw history. As difficult as it may be for us, we need to learn to see 
passages like this as more than just a list of names. These chapters are an overview of the 
history of God’s people up until the time of the writing of the book. We need to think about the 
history and some of the underlying principles that can be learned from each person’s life so we 
can “be complete” and “be equipped for every good work” by these chapters.
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Lessons from Chapters 1-9 

The original recipients of 1 & 2 Chronicles lived during a challenging time in their nation’s 
history. There were many reminders all around them of what had happened to their nation 
many years prior. They were reminded of the terrible sins of Israel and Judah’s kings. They 
were reminded of the idolatry of the people. They were reminded of the nations who had 
occupied the territory over the years. Along with all of these reminders would have come many 
doubts also. Was God’s judgment finished? Were they still God’s people? Was God still going 
to fulfill His promises to Israel? Was the Messiah going to come like Isaiah and Daniel and other 
prophets promised? Many more questions could be included. There would have been many 
struggles in the minds of the people. There also was the added pressure of knowing that they 
were the generation entrusted with rebuilding all that had been destroyed - the nation, the 
temple, the system of worship, etc. There was a lot of pressure on the shoulders of this 
generation. 


It is these kinds of questions, problems, and burdens that the genealogies of chapters 1-9 are 
intended to confront. They needed a renewed sense of belonging. They needed reminders of 
their history. The genealogies in these chapters remind the people that they are still part of 
something grand. They are still part of God’s plan. Even after God’s judgment, they have not 
been cut off from their historical roots, and they are still descendants of Abraham and Isaac, 
the child of promise.


Once again, they are reminded of all of the history of their nation as they read through this list. 
But beyond this, there are some specific answers to their problems that are revealed in 
chapters 1-9. It would do us well to keep them in mind as we read through this section:


1. The nation is tied to the creative work of God that began with Adam. Chapter 1, which 
gives a summary of the “generations” of Genesis, reminds God’s people that all of the 
nations were God’s creation; and therefore, part of His special purposes for Israel. They 
were one special nation created among all of the others, and were chosen by God to be a 
blessing to all nations. It was through Israel that God would bring the Messiah.


2. The present generation (who returned from exile) was still descended from Jacob’s twelve 
sons, and they were still descendants of those who inherited the Promised Land originally. 
The history in this book, including the genealogies, goes through the return of the exiles to 
the Promised Land (see 1 Chronicles 9 & 2 Chronicles 36:22ff). It is an unbroken chain 
linking the returned exiles to their ancestors.


3. They are still recipients of the covenants and promises given to men like Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and David. The exile did not cut them off from them as long as they remain 
faithful to the Lord. 


4. There are three tribes that are emphasized above the others. First, the tribe of Judah (see 
2:1-4:23). The reason for this is likely to be because of the importance of David and his 
descendants that reigned after him in Chronicles. Second, you have a emphasis on the 
tribe of Levi (see 6:1-81) because of the importance that is put on the temple, worship, and 
the ark within the book. And finally, you have an emphasis on Benjamin in the genealogical 
record (see 7:6-12; 8:1-32). A few reasons may be that within the land of Benjamin is where 
Jerusalem resided. Also, Benjamin was the tribe that remained with Judah after the 
kingdom divided, and Benjamin was the tribe that the first king of Israel arose from (Saul). 

• Also see ch9 for a focus on these same three tribes
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Outline of Section: 

I. David Rises to Power (1 Chronicles 10-12)

A. Saul’s death (10:1-14)


1. The Philistines triumph in battle (10:1-10)

2. The kindness of Jabesh-Gilead (10:11-12)

3. The reason Saul lost the kingdom (10:13-14)


B. David becomes king over Israel (11:1-12:40)

1. David anointed king (11:1-3)

2. David captures Jerusalem (11:4-9)

3. David’s “mighty men” (11:10-47)

4. The Growth of David’s Army (12:1-22)

5. David’s army at Hebron (12:23-40)


Overview of Chapters 10-12 

Chapter 10: Chapter 9 closed by giving us the genealogy of Saul’s family. This genealogy is 
repeated back in 8:29-40. This shows us there is a specific reason why the author of 
Chronicles decided to repeat it. This genealogy is meant to introduce us to Saul’s family and 
his kingship so chapter 10 can show us why the kingdom needed to be transferred to David. 


Many questions arise as to why the Chronicler decided to begin his detailed history at the end 
of the reign of Saul. Why didn’t the author include some good things that Saul did? Why didn’t 
he speak more about David’s prior relationship to Saul? Why didn’t he talk more about David’s 
previous victories in battle as a servant of Saul? A lot of these kinds of questions will be asked 
during the remainder of our study of Chronicles. To answer all of them ahead of time, we need 
to remember the purpose behind the author’s writing of Chronicles. He wants to give the men 
and women who have returned from exile hope as they faced the challenges, questions, and 
doubts that they had. The reason for Saul’s demise showed the people who returned from exile 
a few things: 


• How God treats those who reject his word. Saul’s fall parallels the events of Israel and 
Judah going into captivity at the end of Second Chronicles. 


• How God fulfills His promise to David to give him the throne, which anticipates the 
fulfillment of other promises God has made to David.


• How God is the One who is really in charge behind the scenes. He is the king and the rising 
and falling of kings depends on faithfulness to Him.


The key verses in chapter 10 are verses 13&14: [13] Saul died for his unfaithfulness to the 
LORD because he did not keep the LORD's word. He even consulted a medium for guidance, 
[14]  but he did not inquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom 
over to David son of Jesse” (1 Chronicles 10:13-14).  

Saul showed so much promise as the first king of Israel, but his sin was his undoing. He did 
not keep the God of Israel as his king. His disobedience led to him losing the kingship and 
losing his life. It also greatly impacted his family. His three sons died in battle alongside him. 


Note: For the next twenty or so chapters, David will be at the forefront, on display for the exiles 
who returned from captivity to see. These chapters do not give a complete biography of David 
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or his reign. For example, if you desire to see all of the major flaws and sins in David’s life, you 
must go to the books of Samuel and Kings. Keep in mind as we study the rest of 1 Chronicles 
that David is presented in this book as “the ideal king” and one whose example was meant to 
be lived up to by his descendants who ruled, including the Messiah (the one who really is the 
ideal king). 


In these chapters, the exiles will be reminded of what had vanished so long ago: the glory of 
David’s kingship. They will be reminded of David’s trust in God, how God worked through him, 
and the great promise that God made to David. These reminders would hopefully help those 
who returned to look forward to the fulfillment of God’s promise to David — to bring forth the 
Messiah who would bring back the glorious reign of David. These accounts of David’s reign 
would remind them of the things that the prophets before the captivity spoke about happening 
after the remnant returns to the land: 


[23]  I will establish over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will shepherd 
them. He will tend them himself and will be their shepherd. [24]  I, the LORD, will be 
their God, and my servant David will be a prince among them. I, the LORD, have 
spoken” (Ezekiel 34:23-24). 

Those who are under the New Covenant should be able to see the fullest picture of what these 
passages were looking forward to in Jesus. We serve under the glorious reign of “David,” and 
we are able to read of the great character, power, and actions of our King. 

Chapter 11: All Israel gathers at Hebron unified and desiring to make David their next king. The 
reason for this is important to note: “Even previously when Saul was king, you were leading 
Israel out to battle and bringing us back. The LORD your God also said to you, 'You will 
shepherd my people Israel, and you will be ruler over my people Israel.'?" (11:2). They pointed 
to not just David’s prior victories and leadership in war, but to God’s choosing of David. Samuel 
had anointed David to be the next king and the elders and people of Israel wanted to honor the 
words of God given through Samuel.  


Beginning in verse 4, the Chronicler gives us a abbreviated account of the taking the city of 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem was considered a stronghold at the time. It was a difficult city to 
conquer, but David was able to conquer it. We see at this time, Joab being made the captain of 
David’s army due to his being the first to kill one of the Jebusites in the city. The reasons for 
David’s growth in power and his success is given to us in verse 9: “David steadily grew more 
powerful, for the LORD of hosts was with him.”  

The remainder of the chapter (11:10-47) gives us a list (with some stories of the mighty deeds) 
of David’s “mighty men.” These are men who were valiant in battle; men who sacrificed a lot for 
their king. They are great examples for us of loyalty. 


Chapter 12: We now go back in time to be reminded of a group of valiant men who assisted 
David in battle while Saul was still on the throne. He had people constantly defecting to him 
while he was being persecuted by Saul (12:22).


The second half of the chapter (12:23-40) emphasizes the gathering of David’s militia from all of 
the tribes of Israel at Hebron.


These two chapters show us the widespread support David received, even from those tribes 
most distant from Judah and from tribes you would assume would be strong supporters of 
Saul. This strong sense of unity under King David may be here to challenge the returning exiles 
to seek unity as they prepare for their coming king.
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Outline of Section: 
I. David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 


A. First Attempt to Bring the Ark to Jerusalem (13:1-14)

1. Decision to move the ark (13:1-4)

2. Moving the ark (13:5-8)

3. God’s deadly holiness (13:9-10)

4. David’s response to Uzzah’s death (13:11-14)


B. God’s Blessing of David (14:1-17)

1. David’s palace (14:1-2)

2. David’s sons (14:3-7)

3. David’s wars (14:8-17)


C. Second Attempt to Bring the Ark to Jerusalem (15:1-16:6)

1. Preparing for the ark’s arrival (15:1-3)

2. Preparing the people to carry the ark (15:4-10)

3. Preparing the leaders (15:11-15)

4. Preparing for celebration (15:16-24)

5. The ark comes to Jerusalem (15:25-16:6)


D. Psalm of Thanksgiving (16:7-36)

II. Appointing of Levites (16:37-42)

III. Returning home (16:43)


Overview of Chapters 13-16 

Chapter 13: David, with all of Israel’s consent, attempted to bring the ark of God from 
Abinadab’s house at Kiriath-Jearim (a city in Judah about 14 miles west of Jerusalem) to their 
new capital city: Jerusalem. Although the people were zealous for the Lord, they sinned by 
transporting the ark improperly on a cart. According to Moses’ instructions, the Levites were to 
carry it by poles without touching it. The LORD had warned that touching the ark would lead to 
death (Num 4:15). 


The ark looked like it was becoming unsteady as it was being pulled on the ox-cart, and Uzzah 
(a levite) attempted to steady the ark. This seemed like a good thing to do, but the Lord struck 
him dead because touching the ark violated the law. When David witnessed this, he had a mix 
of emotions. he was afraid and angry at the LORD’s outburst against Uzzah.. 


David decided not to bring the ark to Jerusalem because of the anger God showed against 
Uzzah. The ark was left in the care of Obed-Edom, and the Lord blessed his household 
because of the ark. Obed-Edom is probably the levite referred to later as being appointed as a 
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musician (15:21) when the ark was brought to Jerusalem, as well being appointed as a 
gatekeeper (15:24; 26:4). He could be a different Obed-Edom though.


Chapter 14: Hiram, king of Tyre, sent cedar wood, masons, and carpenters to build David’s 
palace. Hiram assisted David and Solomon in their building projects (e.g., 1 Kgs 5:1–12). David 
views the gift from Hiram as evidence of God’s blessing and validation for his newly 
established kingship.


God also blesses David by giving him many children. We have 13 children listed as being born 
to him in Jerusalem. This is not all of David’s children. He had children born to him when he 
reigned in Hebron also for over seven years (see 1 Chron 3:1-4). He also had children born to 
concubines (1 Chron 3:19)


The Lord also led David’s armies into battle and delivered up the Philistines to him (1 Chr 14:8–
16). David inquired of God before he went out to battle, showing his trust in God as the one 
who would be in control of the battle and give victory. David’s inquiring of God also portrays 
him in contrast to Saul, who inquired of a medium.


David’s fame spread throughout the lands (14:17). This was of the LORD. 


Chapter 15: The ark’s journey to Jerusalem, which began in 1 Chron 13:1–14, is completed 
here. The Chronicler describes David’s preparations (15:1) and the care he took to ensure that 
the ark was carried properly (15:2–15). He ensures that the priests and Levites are properly 
prepared to handle the ark by being consecrated for this work (15:12).

The whole nation is once again mentioned as taking part in this great event (v3)


Such a momentous occasion also called for a great celebration. So David, an accomplished 
musician himself (compare 1 Sam 16:18, 23), prepared the people for worship by appointing 
three Levitical choirs under the direction of Heman, Asaph, and Ethan. When the ark was 
brought to Jerusalem, David ordered sacrifices offered to God.


Michal, one of David’s wives, does not approve of David’s celebrating before the ark (15:29).


Chapter 16: After David worshiped with sacrifice, he called for the Levites to offer 
thanksgiving, prayer, and praise (16:4–6).


David presented a thanksgiving hymn. The Chronicler compiled excerpts from well-known 
psalms. The first half (1 Chron 16:8–22) comes from Psa 105:1–15; most of the second half (1 
Chron 16:23–33) is taken from Psa 96, while the final two verses (1 Chron 16:35–36) reflect Psa 
106:1, 47–48.


Within this hymn, David calls God’s people to worship (16:7–13), to extol the Lord’s grace from 
the days of Abraham (16:14–22), and to invoke all creation to worship the Creator (16:23–36).


The chapter closes by David providing for the daily sacrifice by appointing Asaph to minister at 
the ark in Jerusalem and Zadok to serve the tabernacle at Gibeon (16:37–43).


Take note of 16:35 and it’s application to the original readers of Chronicles.  
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Outline of Section: 
I. The LORD’s Covenant With David (17:1-27)


A. David’s Desire (17:1-2)

B. God’s Message to David (17:3-15)

C. David’s Prayer of Thanksgiving (17:16-27)


II. David’s Military Campaigns (18:1-20:8)

A. Various Victories (18:1-17)


1. David’s Officers (18:14-17)

B. War With the Ammonites (19:1-19)

C. War Against Ammon & Rabbah (20:1-3)

D. The Philistine Giants (20:4-8)


Overview of Chapters 17-20 

Chapter 17: After David had built his own house, he desired to build the Lord a house also. 
Nathan, presumably speaking by his own authority, tells David to do what he desired to do for 
the Lord in building a house for God. But God had other plans. He did not want David to build 
Him a house. Instead, God wanted to build David a “house.” By this, God was telling David 
that through his descendants, God would bring about His kingdom - his reign onto the earth 
(vs 11-14).

In response to God’s promise, David prays to the Lord. He is humbled by God’s promise. He 
stands in awe of God for his holiness and His working in history among His people: Israel. 
David’s desire is, that through God fulfilling His promise to David, that God’s “name be 
confirmed and magnified forever” as people say, “The LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, is God 
over Israel” (v24). You see a servant’s heart in David here, one that foreshadows His 
descendant: Jesus.

Although this promise would begin to see fulfillment when David’s son Solomon is placed on 
the throne, the ultimate fulfillment of the promise is the coming of the Messiah who would bring 
God’s kingdom - his reign - onto the earth. God says, “I will appoint him over my house and my 
kingdom forever, and his throne will be established forever” (v14). 

This passage would be a great reminder to the original recipients of this book. It would fill them 
with anticipation as they were reminded of God’s promised kingdom that was to come in the 
future and spread over all the world. God would deliver His people from their enemy. 


Chapter 18: This chapter begins a section of three chapters that give details about some of the 
wars that David and his men were involved in. David fights against the Philistines and captures 
some of their territory (v1). He also leads campaigns against Moab, Syria, and Edom and was 
able to extend the borders of Israel more. David continues to grow in military strength also, 
capturing  1000 chariots and horses.
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David was also visited by a king from another nation (Tou, king of Hamath). He congratulated 
David for his victory and paid tribute to David. David’s wealth was being built up as he received 
gifts and as he received the booty won from battle against Edom, Moab, Ammon, the 
Philistines, and the Amalekites. Much of what David wins as he and his men went out to battle 
would be used later by Solomon to build the temple. 

In verses 14-17, we are given the names of David’s officers:

• The captain of the army: Joab

• David’s recorder: Jehoshaphat

• Priests: Zadok & Abimelech

• Captains of the Cherethites & Pelethites: Benaiah  


Chapter 19: This chapter begins with the death of someone who had been kind towards 
David: Nahash, king of Ammon. David decided to send messengers to Nahash’s son to 
comfort him. Nahash’s son (Hanun) received some unwise advice from his counselors about 
David’s men. They were suspicious of David’s men, thinking they were spies, so they treated 
them shamefully and sent them back to David. 

This angered David, so he prepared for battle against Hanun. Hanun decided to reach out for 
help, paying the Syrians 1000 talents of silver for their aid. Joab was sent to lead the battles 
against the Ammonites and Syrians. At one point during the battle, things were not looking 
good for Joab and his men. They were surrounded by the enemy. So Joab split his army into 
two, putting Abishai over the other half of the army, and said, “If the Arameans are too strong 
for me,” Joab said, “then you’ll be my help. However, if the Ammonites are too strong for you, 
I’ll help you. Be strong! Let’s prove ourselves strong for our people and for the cities of our 
God. May the Lord’s will be done” (vs12-13). Joab trusted that the LORD’s will would be done, 
hopefully trusting God’s promise to David to subdue all his enemies (17:10). God gave Joab 
and Abishai victory. 

After being defeated in their alliance with Ammon, the Syrians regrouped under the leadership 
of Shophach. David gathered Israel in battle against them. During the battle, perceiving that 
they were defeated, the Syrians made peace with David and decided to pay tribute to him.

 

Chapter 20: Joab led the army of David to the land of the Ammonites while David remained in 
Jerusalem. He besieged Rabbah and destroyed it. The crown of their king, which was very 
valuable, was given to David to wear. David also took away a lot of plunder from Rabbah. He  
put the citizens of the Ammonites to work as his servants. 

In verses 4-8, we are given accounts of the mighty deeds of some of David’s men over the 
Philistines:

• Sibbecai the Hushathite killed Sippai, a descendant of the Rephaim;

• Elhanan son of Jair killed Lahmi the brother of Goliath of Gath;

• Jonathan son of David’s brother Shimei killed a notable Philistine who was “of extraordinary 

stature with six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot—twenty-four in all.” He was 
a descendant of Goliath. 


In all of the battles of chapters 18-20, God gave David and his men great victories against their 
enemies. God was fulfilling His promises to David to make a name for him like that of the 
greatest on the earth (17:8). If God was faithful in keeping these promises, He would surely be 
faithful in keeping His promise of bringing the Messiah and establishing His reign on the earth. 
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Outline of Section: 
I. The Location for the Building of the Temple Is Chosen (21:1-22:1)


A. David’s Census  (21:1-6)

B. God’s Punishment of David (21:7-15)

C. David’s Petition (21:16-17)

D. An Altar Built to the LORD (21:18-22:1)


II. David’s Preparations for Building the Temple (22:2-19)

A. Various Victories (22:2-5)

B. David’s First Charge to Solomon (22:6-16)

C. David’s Charge to the Leaders of Israel (22:17-19)


III. Preparation for Temple Worship (23:1-29:25)

A. Divisions of the Levites (23:1-32; 24:20-31)

B. Divisions of the Priests (24:1-19)

C. The Levitical Musicians (25:1-31)

D. The Levitical Gatekeepers (26:1-19)

E. The Levitical Treasurers and Other “Offices” (26:20-32)

F. David’s Officials (27:1-34)


IV. David Commissions Solomon (28:1-21)

V. Contributions for Building the Temple (29:1-9)

VI. David’s Prayer (29:10-22a)

VII. The Enthronement of Solomon and Summary of David’s Life (29:22b-30)


Overview of Chapters 21-29 

Chapter 21: This chapter records the other big sin of David that is mentioned by the Chronicler 
in his book. It seems that this event was recorded mainly to remind the readers of how the site 
for the temple was chosen before the focus of the book shifts to the temple. The focus of 
chapters twenty-one through twenty-nine is preparing for the building of the temple and the 
worship of the temple. Then in 2 Chronicles, the focus on the temple continues as Solomon 
builds the temple. 

David is “incited” to number the people (specifically the troops). Joab questions this decision 
(21:3, 6), but the census is still taken. Verse seven tells us that this decision of David was “evil 
in God’s sight” and this leads the LORD to bring punishment upon Israel. We are not told why 
this decision angered God. The account in 2 Samuel gives a little more information, telling us 
that the LORD was angered at Israel before David numbered the people and that the Lord was 
involved in some way in having David incited against Israel. Many commentators assume that 
this was punishment for Israel because they revolted against God’s anointed, David, in the 
accounts of Absalom and Sheba. 
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Nonetheless, God was angry with Israel and David’s sin. David was confronted with his sin and 
was moved to confess before the LORD, “I have sinned greatly because I have done this thing. 
Now, please take away your servant’s guilt, for I’ve been very foolish” (21:8). Due to David’s 
confession, the LORD gave David the option of what would befall Israel - either three years of 
famine, three months of being given over to his enemies, or three days of the LORD’s sword 
being brought against the people through His angel. David decided on the latter, and God 
administered the punishment. Seventy thousand people died in the LORD’s judgment. 

The LORD’s judgment then came to Jerusalem, where it ended at the threshing floor of Ornan 
the Jebusite in Jerusalem. David pleaded with the LORD at this location and purchased the 
land from Ornan so that he could build an altar to the LORD. “Then David said, “This is the 
house of the Lord God, and this is the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”” (22:1) 


Chapter 22: This chapter includes one of the two commissions that David gives to Solomon to 
build the temple of God, as well as instructions to the people to help Solomon in this great 
project. 

David compelled many foreigners in the land to serve in this work. They were entrusted with 
preparing the stones for the temple. He also gathers iron for nails and joints, brass, and cedar 
lumber. David wanted to make sure everything was ready for Solomon to build the temple. 
Even though David would not be the one to build it, he wanted to do all that he could to 
prepare for the building of the temple so that it could be magnificent. “David said, ‘…the house 
that is to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly great and famous and glorious in all the 
lands. Therefore, I will make provision for it.’ So David made lavish preparations for it before his 
death.” (22:5)


Chapters 23-27: These chapters mainly give us detailed lists of those who were going to be 
entrusted with work in the temple. The priests who were going to work in the temple are listed. 
The gatekeepers and leaders of the musical worship are mentioned, and those who would 
stand at the gates and protect the temple are mentioned. These lists show the amount of detail 
that David went through as he prepared for the building of the temple. 


Chapter 28: This chapter includes three speeches by David: (1) verses 1–10, addressed 
primarily to the leaders and confirming Solomon as the person divinely chosen to build the 
temple; (2) verses 11–19, addressed to Solomon, explaining the divinely given plans for the 
temple; (3c) verses 20–21, a final exhortation to Solomon to begin the work. There is some 
overlap with chapter 22, which also contains speeches by David to Solomon (22:6–16) and to 
Israel’s leaders (22:17–19). The major difference is that now the emphasis falls on Israel’s 
leaders rather than on Solomon. Several of the points previously made to Solomon are now put 
before the leaders, probably showing that the building work was to be as much a national 
enterprise as Solomon’s. Even the ordinary people had a vital contribution to make (vv. 8, 21). 
An important thread that runs through the chapter is that the temple project is God’s initiative.


Chapter 29: This chapter shows how the building of the temple was financed and how many of 
the precious metals were received. It was through the generosity of David and the assembly. 
The people rejoiced at the willingness of God’s people to give so generously, and David is 
moved to offer a prayer of worship and thanksgiving. 

We are then given an account of David’s death and the anointing of Solomon to rule in his 
place. Solomon received support from all of the leaders and mighty men. 
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Outline of Section: 
I. Solomon in Gibeon (1:1-17)


A. Sacrifices Made in Gibeon (1:1-6)

B. Solomon’s Dream (1:7-12)


II. Solomon Returns to Jerusalem (1:13)

A. Solomon’s Prosperity (1:14-17)


III. Final Preparations for the Temple (2:1-18)

A. Solomon Decides To Begin Building (2:1)

B. Solomon’s Workforce (2:2; 17-18)

C. Communication With Hiram (2:3-16)


IV. The Temple Work (3:1-5:1)

A. The Work Begins (3:1-2)

B. The Foundations (3:3)

C. The Porch (3:4)

D. The Main Sanctuary (3:5-7)

E. The Most Holy Place (3:8-13)

F. The Veil (3:14)

G. Pillars at Entrance (3:15-17)

H. Furnishings of the Temple (4:1-8)

I. The Courtyards (4:9-10)

J. Summary of Huram-Abi’s Work (4:11-18)

K. Summary of Gold Furnishings (4:19-22)

L. The Work Completed (5:1)


V. Preparations for the Temple Dedication (5:2-14)


Overview of Chapters 1-5 

Chapter 1: Despite the break between 1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles, the account of Solomon 
basically continues the story of David. The reigns of the two kings are really a single unit, as 
Solomon’s involvement in David’s temple preparations has illustrated (1 Chron 22, 28-29). The 
focus of this chapter is how the blessings and partnership/unity under the reign of David 
continued into the reign of Solomon. Solomon spoke to “all Israel” and collected the “whole 
assembly” of Israel to where the tabernacle was located in Gibeon to worship the LORD and to 
inquire of him (v5). Along with the unified worship of the LORD that continued in the reign of 
Solomon, we also see the physical blessings continue. Solomon is given great wisdom from 
the LORD to rule His people (vs7-13), as well as great wealth (vs14-17).
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Above all else, this chapter reminds us that Solomon began his reign by seeking God (v. 5). 
Here, as elsewhere, it is not the specific facts of Solomon’s reign but the principles behind it 
that the Chronicler stresses. 

The original readers, like Israel after the death of David, faced an uncertain future. The right 
place to begin was with God. His favor and direction alone could give hope and peace to the 
nation. Once again, therefore, the king is portrayed in a favorable light not in order to obscure 
his sins but in order to make the point that the good things he did are what we should imitate.


Chapter 2: In accordance with all his father commanded him, Solomon decides to build the 
temple for the LORD in Jerusalem. He also decided to build a palace for himself. Solomon 
began the preparations to build the temple by sending a letter to Hiram, the king of Tyre. He 
asked him to help in the building of the temple as Hiram had helped David in his building 
projects. Solomon asked for timber and for workers, and he would give Hiram’s workers gifts 
(presumably to bring to Hiram). Hiram responded favorably to Solomon’s request. He said to 
Solomon, “Because the Lord loves his people, he set you over them as king” (2:11). He blessed 
the LORD and spoke with respect towards Solomon, agreeing to send an artisan who was 
skilled in working with metals and fabrics. He also agreed to send all of the timber that would 
be necessary to build the temple. 

Solomon also took a census of the non-Israelites in the land so that he could appoint them as 
workers and supervisors for the work of the temple (vs17-18).


Chapters 3-4: These two chapters gives us the details of the work in building the temple. The 
work begins in 3:1 and finishes in 5:1. The temple was constructed on Mount Moriah, at the 
place where the Lord appeared to David during the punishment of David’s sinful census. David 
purchased this plot of land from Ornan the Jebusite. This land may also be the place where 
Abraham attempted to sacrifice his son, Isaac (see Gen 22:2). 

The account of the building is smaller than the account in 1 Kings. There is more emphasis 
given to the dedication of the temple than the building of the temple. It is clear that the 
Chronicler’s real concern is with the temple’s meaning rather than its architectural details.

The ch provides a simple tour thorough the building, beginning with he porch (4), then the main 
sanctuary (5-7) and the Holy of Holies (8-13), with separate notes on the veil (14) and the 
entrance pillars (15-17). Solomon also built two courtyards around the temple: the courtyard for 
the priests and the larger outer courtyard. 


Chapter 5: The temple is now finished and the treasuries of the temple have been filled. 
Solomon summons the Israelites for a festival in Jerusalem so the temple could be dedicated. 
It is the month of the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles. The ark of the covenant 
is brought by the Levites into the Most Holy Place in the temple, and the tabernacle and its 
furnishings were brought from Gibeon to be stored in the temple also. 

As the priests withdraw from the Holy Place, the musicians burst into a mighty psalm of praise. 
One hundred and twenty priests sound their trumpets, and the temple is filled with the cloud of 
God’s glory just as the tabernacle had been. This moment, with the cloud of glory filling the 
temple, sees God’s promises fulfilled and David’s and Solomon’s dream come true. The ark of 
the covenant, the royal line of David, and the house of God are all brought together for the first 
time. The worship of God is now centered in one place. 
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Outline of Section: 
I. The Dedication of the Temple (6:1-7:22)


A. The Dedicatory Speeches (6:1–42)

1. Solomon responds to God’s glory (6:1-2)

2. Solomon’s testimony to God’s promise (6:3-11)

3. Solomon’s dedicatory prayer (6:12-42)


B. God responds (7:1–22)

II. Other Achievements of Solomon (8:1–16)


A. Solomon’s building work (8:1-6)

B. Role of foreigners in Solomon’s kingdom (8:7-11)

C. Temple ceremonies and personnel (8:12-15)

D. Summary of Solomon’s work (8:16)


III. Solomon’s Wisdom and Wealth (8:17–9:28)

A. Mission at Ophir (8:17–18)

B. Visit of the Queen of Sheba (9:1–12)

C. Solomon’s Splendor (9:13–28)


IV. Solomon’s Death (9:29–31)


Overview of Chapters 6-9 

Chapter 6: Once the ark had been deposited in the temple and the appearance of the glory 
cloud had indicated divine acceptance of the temple, Solomon could utter his prayer of 
dedication (6:14–42). Chapter 6 is presented in the form of three different addresses by 
Solomon: vs. 1–2, vs. 3–11, & vs. 12–42, increasing in length from two verses, to nine verses, 
to thirty-one verses.

The first two sections look backward, praising God for keeping two promises—to dwell with his 
people in the temple and to establish Solomon on David’s throne. Based on the lovingkindness 
that God had displayed in fulfilling His promises, the third section of the prayer looks forward to 
the prayers to be offered in and towards the temple, examples of which are found in this book 
(compare vs24-25 with 2 Chr. 20:1–30; compare vs.36–39 with 2 Chr. 33:10–13). The theme of 
the temple as a house of thanksgiving and of intercession clearly occupies a central place 
within Chronicles.


Chapter 7: This chapter is arguably the second most important chapter in the Chronicler’s 
retelling of history. is not only central to the message of Chronicles, but it is also one of the 
most important chapters in the Old Testament. It offers hope to Israel as they return to the Lord 
in repentance and pray towards His dwelling place. Those who received his anger had the 
hope of receiving His blessing. This message would have been vitally important to those who 
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returned from captivity. In spite of God’s judgment on the nation, his people had prayed to Him, 
and were able to have His blessing and His care. He would keep His promises to them just as 
He had with David and Solomon. 

Chapter 7 begins with a dramatic response to Solomon’s prayer. Fire comes down from heaven 
and consumes the burnt offering and the sacrifices on the altar. Those who witnessed this 
event bowed before the LORD and worshipped. They offered thousands and thousands of 
sacrifices before the LORD, and the musicians sang praises to God. “All Israel” was in 
Jerusalem for this event (v8). 

“Solomon finished the Lord’s temple and the royal palace. Everything that had entered 
Solomon’s heart to do for the Lord’s temple and for his own palace succeeded” (7:11).

Then we are given the account of Solomon’s second major dream in this book (12-22). In this 
prayer, God responds to the specific requests of Solomon’s prayer from chapter 6. God says 
that He has chosen the temple to be the place where sacrifices are to be offered to Him. He 
also, in response to Solomon’s request, promises to remove any plagues that He sends into 
the land of Israel when His people repent, pray to Him, and seek His face. Not only does He 
promise to remove the plagues, but He promises to forgive His repentant people and to hear 
their prayers. In verses 17-18, God repeats the promise that He made with David and 
encourages Solomon to live before Him in faithfulness. He also gives very sobering warnings to 
Solomon if He (and the nation?) turned away from the LORD. The presence of the temple will 
not keep his judgment from coming if Israel rebelled. 


Chapter 8: The final section of Solomon’s reign (chs. 8–9) concentrates on the theme of praise 
for all that God has done for Solomon (see especially 9:8). This unit is clearly connected with 
the opening section about Solomon (2 Chr. 1–2), both of which deal with Solomon’s 
achievements and reputation that came to Him through the LORD’s blessing. 

Solomon’s empire is described briefly, in similar vein to David’s achievements (1 Chr. 18:1–13). 
These include his expansion, both civil and military (1–6); his organization of manpower (7–10); 
his guidance of public worship (11–16); and his international achievements (vv.17–18).


Chapter 9: Just as Hiram, King of Tyre recognized God’s hand in raising up Solomon, so does 
the queen of Sheba.  After the queen’s arrival, the Chronicler concentrates on what the queen 
saw and heard (2–4), what she said (5–8), and what she did (9). Her aim was to test Solomon 
with hard questions and to see if His wisdom and greatness was as amazing as she had heard 
from others. The things that she witnessed “took her breath away” (4). What she witnessed 
regarding Solomon and his kingdom was greater than what she had been told by others. She 
repeats the words of Hiram from chapter 2 when she says, “Because your God loved Israel 
enough to establish them forever, he has set you over them as king” (8). She gave Solomon 
gifts before returning home with her servants. 

Verses 13-18 give a summary of the prosperity the LORD blessed Solomon with. Gold was in 
such abundance, silver was not needed in Israel (20). He surpassed all of the kings of the world 
in riches and wisdom. 

The chapter closes by bringing Solomons’ life and reign to a close. 
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Outline of Chapters 10-16: 
I. Rehoboam (10:1–12:16)


A. Israel Separates From Judah (10:1–19)

B. Rehoboam’s Strength (11:1-23)

C. Rehoboam’s Repentance (12:1-12)

D. Overview of Rehoboam’s Reign (12:13-16)


II. Abijah And Asa (13:1-16:14)

A. Abijah (13:1-14:1)


1. Civil War Between Judah & Israel (13:2-19)

a) Abijah’s Speech (13:4–12)

b) Battle Report (13:13-19)


2. Abijah’s Strength (13:20-21)

3. Conclusion of Abijah’s Reign (13:22-14:1) 


B. Asa (14:2-16:14)

1. Asa Seeks God and Is Prosperous (14:2–7)

2. Asa Trusts God and Is Victorious (14:8–15)

3. Asa Obeys a Prophet’s Word (15:1–8)

4. Asa’s Covenant With God (15:9–19)

5. Asa’s Covenant With Ben-Hadad (16:1–6)

6. Asa Rejects a Prophet’s Word (16:7–10)

7. Asa Fails To Seek God (16:11–12)

8. Asa’s Reign Ends (16:13-14)


Summary of Chapters 10-16 

Chapter 10: Rehoboam (930–913 B.C.) succeeded his father, Solomon, and all Israel came to 
him. Jeroboam and all Israel appealed to Rehoboam to lighten the burden of taxation his father 
had levied. Rehoboam followed the poor advice of his young counselors by threatening to 
increase the load on the people. The northern tribes rebelled, ousting the king and his officials 
(10:16–19). This fulfilled Ahijah’s prophecy of God’s judgment against Solomon’s house (1 Kgs 
11:29–33). The Chronicler probably omitted Jeroboam’s coronation because he did not 
consider Jeroboam or the later kings of the Northern Kingdom legitimate heirs to Israel’s throne 
because they rebelled against “the house of David” (10:19).


Chapter 11: Rehoboam wanted to wage war against Jeroboam, but God hindered him (2 Chr 
11:1–4; 1 Kgs 12:21–24). Rehoboam then turned his attention to fortifying Judah’s cities (2 Chr 
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11:5–12). Oppressed by Jeroboam, Levites and priests fled to Judah, where they strengthened 
Rehoboam’s kingdom (11:13–17). The strength of Rehoboam’s kingdom was also evidenced by 
the increasing size of his family (11:18–23).


Chapter 12: Shishak, king of Egypt, invaded Judah and threatened the city of Jerusalem (12:1–
4; 1 Kgs 14:25–28). Shishak ruled from Tanis (biblical Zoan). He was probably Pharaoh when 
Jeroboam went to Egypt to escape Solomon (1 Kgs 11:40). The Egyptian account of his 
invasion is recorded on the walls in the temple at Karnak (Thebes). There Shishak listed 150 
cities captured in Israel and Judah. The prophet Shemaiah interpreted this invasion as God’s 
wrath because of Judah’s sin (12:5–8). Rehoboam paid a heavy price, including the temple 
treasuries and Solomon’s vast wealth. Because Rehoboam and the people humbled 
themselves, the Lord saved Jerusalem from total destruction (12:9–12). Rehoboam’s reign was 
remembered more for its years of warfare with Jeroboam (12:13–16). 


Chapter 13: The author of Kings condemned the reign of Abijah (1 Kgs 15:1–8), but the 
Chronicler depicted his reign in a more positive light. Using Iddo’s account (2 Chr 13:22), he 
included Abijah’s sermon delivered before a battle against Jeroboam (13:1–3). Abijah charged 
Jeroboam with apostasy, arguing that God had made a permanent bond with David’s 
descendants (2 Chr 13:5). He defended Jerusalem’s worship because it was conducted by 
priests descended from Aaron as the Lord required (13:4–12). The Lord “routed 
Jeroboam” (13:15), giving Judah a great victory because they trusted in the Lord.


Chapter 14: Asa (910–869 B.C.) enjoyed the blessing of God because he removed the symbols 
of paganism (14:1–8; 1 Kgs 15:11–12). The Cushite (Ethiopian) Zerah attacked Judah from the 
south, but Asa appealed to the Lord and won an impressive victory at Mareshah (2 Chr 14:9–
15).


Chapter 15: The prophet Azariah called for repentance, instigating Asa’s religious reforms 
(15:1–7). Asa removed idols and repaired the Lord’s altar. He led Judah to renew its covenant 
with the Lord not to follow after other gods (15:8–15). Asa also removed the queen mother, 
Maacah, who had erected an Asherah pole (15:16; compare 1 Kgs 15:13). The Lord gave 
Judah peace and prosperity (2 Chr 15:17–19).


Chapter 16: Baasha, king of Israel (908–886 B.C.) built a fortress at Ramah near Jerusalem. In 
desperation Asa bribed Ben-Hadad of Aram (Syria) to attack Baasha’s territory (16:1–6; 1 Kgs 
15:17–22). The prophet Hanani condemned Asa because he relied on Aram rather than the 
Lord. Asa imprisoned Hanani and oppressed the people (2 Chr 16:7–10). God chastened Judah 
with continued warfare, and Asa experienced a debilitating foot disease. Asa’s funeral was an 
elaborate spectacle (16:11–14; compare 1 Kgs 15:23–24).
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Outline of Section: 
I. Jehoshaphat Begins His Reign (17:1-21:1)


A. Jehoshaphat Strengthens his Kingdom (17:1–6)

B. Jehoshaphat’s Blessings (17:7–11)

C. Jehoshaphat’s Military Resources (17:12–19)


II. Jehoshaphat and Ahab (18:1-19:3)

A. An Alliance for War (18:1–3)

B. The Prophets and the War (18:4–27)

C. Fulfillment of Micaiah’s Prophecy (18:28–34)

D. Jehu’s Prophecy (19:1–3)


III. Jehoshaphat’s Reforms (19:4-11)

A. Religious Renewal (19:4)

B. Appointment of Judges (19:5–7)

C. Appointment of Other Officials (19:8–11)


IV. Jehoshaphat’s Faith (20:1–30)

A. Judah Invaded (20:1–2)

B. Jehoshaphat Prays (20:3–13)

C. Jahaziel Prophesies (20:14–19) 

D. Judah Believes (20:20–26)

E. Jerusalem Rejoices (20:27–30)


V. Conclusion of Jehoshaphat’s Reign (20:31–21:1) 


Summary of Chapters 17-20 

Jehoshaphat takes centre stage in Chronicles’ account of the Divided Monarchy (chapters 10–
28), exemplifying many of Chronicles’ key themes. He is a man of prayer and faith who 
removes idolatrous symbols, gives God’s law new priority, and has a special concern for the 
Levites. In typical Chronicles fashion, he is blessed with a strong army, new buildings, wealth, 
and international recognition. On the other hand, his willingness for compromise with the 
northern kingdom is a notable weakness, and neither he nor his people are fully committed to 
God for the duration of his reign. His reign, therefore, as with all the best kings of Judah, is 
mixed, and, far from brushing the negative features under the carpet, Chronicles adds two 
prophecies directly critical of Jehoshaphat (19:1–3; 20:37). The overall effect, however, is to 
underline God’s crucial role in preserving his people, as can be seen in a key passage 
epitomizing both Jehoshaphat’s reign and the Divided Monarchy (20:14–22).
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Chapter 17: Jehoshaphat’s reign (872–869 B.C.) was remembered for his devotion to the Lord, 
which is the focus of chapter 17. He sent Levites throughout the territory of Judah to instruct 
the people in the Book of the Law (17:1–9). “The Lord was with Jehoshaphat” (17:3) and gave 
him peace. His fighting forces grew in strength (17:10–19), and the surrounding nations were 
terrified, not of Judah in particular, but of the LORD who gave them their strength.


Chapter 18: A fuller account of Ahab’s reign (874–853 B.C.) is found in Kings. The story of 
Ahab’s death is the only account in the lives of the northern kings the Chronicler used. 

Jehoshaphat had allied himself with Ahab through marriage, giving his son Jehoram to Ahab’s 
daughter Athaliah (2 Kgs 8:18, 25–26). He was persuaded to join Israel in a campaign against 
the Arameans at Ramoth Gilead. In contrast to Ahab, Jehoshaphat insisted on hearing from a 
prophet of the Lord. Ahab reluctantly called for Micaiah, whom he had imprisoned (2 Chr 18:1–
11; 1 Kgs 22:1–9).   

The false prophet Zedekiah had predicted a victory for Israel, but Micaiah condemned his 
prophecy, attributing it to a lying spirit. As Ahab returned him to prison, Micaiah predicted 
Ahab’s death (2 Chr 18:12–27; 1 Kgs 22:10–28). Ahab disguised himself as he entered the 
battle, and Jehoshaphat alone wore his royal regalia. When the enemy mistook Jehoshaphat 
for Ahab, they pursued him, but the Lord spared Jehoshaphat. Ahab was “at random” mortally 
wounded by a bowman (2 Chr 18:28–34; 1 Kgs 22:29–36). 


Chapter 19: Jehu the seer (v. 2) was an aged prophet who had been active some forty years 
previously in Baasha’s reign. He scolded Jehoshaphat for his alliance with Ahab. Jehoshaphat 
had made a serious error in allying himself with a wicked person who hated the Lord (v. 2). 
Jehu declared God’s impending wrath but reminded him that early in his reign he had acted 
righteously (2 Chr 19:1–3; compare 17:3). The king repented and personally led a revival among 
the people. He appointed judges who feared the Lord. These included Levites and priests, who 
taught Judah to love the Lord and fear His wrath (19:4–11).


Chapter 20: A coalition of Ammonites, Moabites, and others marched against Judah. 
Jehoshaphat prayed, calling upon God to deliver Judah based on His promises to Abraham 
(20:1–12). Jahaziel, a Levite, prophesied that the battle was the Lord’s, and the Levites 
worshiped the Lord with a psalm and music (20:13–21). As they worshiped, the Lord 
responded to their prayers of deliverance by causing the enemy to turn upon one another. The 
place became known as the Valley of Beracah (blessing). The nations recognized that Israel’s 
God had given them the victory, and they feared Jehoshaphat so that Judah remained at peace 
(20:22–30).

Although Jehoshaphat acted righteously by removing pagan objects of worship, he failed the 
Lord later in his reign when he became an ally with Ahaziah, Ahab’s son (853–852 B.C.). 
Together they built a navy, but it never set sail from port. The Lord destroyed it as the prophet 
Eliezer predicted (20:31–37; 1 Kgs 22:41–50).
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Outline of Section: 
I. Judah and the House of Ahab (21:2–22:12)


A. Jehoram (21:2–20) 

1. God Preserves the House of David (21:2–7)

2. God Punishes Jehoram (21:8–20)


B. Ahaziah (22:1–9)

1. Ahaziah and the House of Ahab (22:1–4)

2. Ahaziah’s Downfall and Death (22:5–9)


C. Athaliah (22:10–12)

II. Three Declining Kings, Pt1 (23:1–24:27)


A. Joash (23:1–24:27)

1. Joash’s Accession Under Jehoiada’s Leadership (23:1–21)

2. Joash’s Faithfulness While Jehoiada Lives (24:1–16) 

3. Joash’s Apostasy After Jehoiada’s Death (24:17–27) 


Summary of Chapters 21-24 

Key Verse: ‘The Lord was not willing to destroy the house of David’ (21:7). 

The reigns of Jehoram, Ahaziah, and Athaliah (chs. 21–23) brought the nation to the brink of 
internal destruction. The chief cause was the influence of the house of Ahab (21:6; 22:3, 4, 7, 
8).But in spite of the rebellion of the leaders who descended from David, God was not willing to 
completely destroy David’s dynasty. There were certainly conditions for each individual leader 
who descended from David if they wanted to receive God’s blessing, but the promise that God 
made to David, that His dynasty would be eternal is a promise, did not have a condition. This is 
an unconditional promise like the promises made to Abraham that would be fulfilled ultimately 
through the Messiah, the descendant of both Abraham and David. 


Chapter 21: Upon succeeding his father as king, Jehoram murdered his brothers. He was 
married to Ahab’s daughter, Athaliah, and was wicked like his in-laws. The Lord used several 
enemies to trouble his reign (21:1–11; also see 2 Kgs 8:16–24). The prophet Elijah sent a letter 
of doom to the king, predicting defeat and disease for the king. The Lord incited the Philistines 
and Arabs to attack Judah (21:12–17). This is the only account from the life of Elijah that the 
Chronicler included in his history. Kings does not record this incident.

God inflicted the king with a horrible disease which led to his death. The Chronicler added that 
no one honored the king at his passing (21:18–20).
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Chapter 22: Jehoram’s youngest son, Ahaziah, was wicked like his father. He walked in the 
ways “of the house of Ahab” instead of in the ways of his father David. His mother was 
Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab. Ahaziah visited his uncle, King Joram of Israel at Jezreel, where 
he was recuperating from a wound received in battle against the Arameans at Ramoth. God 
used this evil relationship to end Ahaziah’s life (22:1–6). Jehu, a commander in Joram’s armies, 
was commissioned by the Lord’s prophet to purge Israel of Baal and take the throne of Ahab 
and his son Joram (2 Kgs 9:1–10:36). Jehu executed Ahab’s family and also killed Ahaziah and 
his relatives (22:7–9; also see 2 Kgs 9:21–29). 

Athaliah seized her opportunity to rule Judah by executing the legitimate heirs to the throne. 
However, the Lord preserved young Joash, the true heir to David’s throne. Jehoshabeath/
Jehosheba, the wife of the priest Jehoiada and sister of King Ahaziah, hid him in the temple for 
six years (22:10–12; also see 2 Kgs 11:1–3).


Chapter 23: A conspiracy led by the priest Jehoiada plotted to enthrone Joash. The Chronicler 
emphasizes the heroism of the priests. The Levites and priests assembled the people, and they 
made a covenant to make Joash king. “Jehoiada said to them, ‘Here is the king’s son! He will 
reign, just as the Lord promised concerning David’s sons'” (23:3).

Jehoiada ordered the priests to guard the king at all times since they alone were qualified to be 
in the holy temple precincts. Together they enthroned the king (23:1–11).

The priests captured Athaliah and executed both her and Mattan, the high priest of Baal 
(23:12–21). The writer was particularly concerned about the holiness of the temple in his telling 
of the story (23:14, 19). The Levites reinstituted the worship of the Lord in the temple as David 
had provided (23:18).


Chapter 24: Joash launched a major restoration project of the temple, which had been 
neglected during Athaliah’s rule. He requested the Levites to gather the funds that were  
supposed to be given annually by the people for the LORD’s house (Exod 30:12–16), but they 
were slow in fulfilling the charge. So Joash provided a chest in the temple itself where the 
people brought their tax so that the restoration was carried out (24:1–14; also see 2 Kgs 12:1–
16). The Chronicler mentioned the priest’s failure but softened the tone of the account in Kings.

When the priest Jehoiada died, apostasy resurged under Joash’s reign. Joash refused to listen 
to God’s prophets. Zechariah, son of Jehoiada, condemned the people for their unfaithfulness 
and was stoned to death in the king’s presence. As he died, Zechariah swore God’s vengeance 
on Joash. The Chronicler explained the tragic end of Joash’s rule as God’s judgment on 
Judah’s wickedness (24:24). Judah was defeated by invading Arameans, and Joash was 
murdered in his bed (24:23–27; 2 Kgs 12:17–21).

Joash’s reign illustrates the Chronicler’s major theme: God’s blessing on David’s house but also 
God’s anger when the kings acted wickedly. Zechariah’s murder is the last one mentioned in 
the Hebrew Bible since Chronicles ends the Hebrew arrangement (compare Luke 11:51).
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Outline of Section: 
I. Three Declining Kings, Pt2. (25:1–26:23)


A. Amaziah (25:1–26:2)

1. Amaziah’s Strength (25:1–4)

2. War Against Edom (25:5–16)

3. War Against Israel (25:17–24)

4. Amaziah’s End (25:25–26:2)


B. Uzziah (26:3–23)

1. Uzziah Seeks God and Is Successful (26:3–15)

2. Uzziah’s Pride and Downfall (26:16–23)


II. Three Contrasting Kings, Pt1 (2 Chronicles 27-28)

A. Jotham’s Obedience (27:1–9)


1. Jotham’s Contrast With his Father (27:1–2)

2. Jotham’s Continuity With his Father (27:3–6)

3. Jotham Rests With his Fathers (27:7–9)


B. Ahaz’ Unfaithfulness (28:1–27)

1. Ahaz’ Apostasy (28:1–4)

2. Massacre and Mercy (28:5–15)

3. False Help (28:16–21)

4. Ahaz’ Further Apostasy (28:22–25)

5. Ahaz’ Burial (28:26–27)


Summary of Chapters 25-28 

Chapter 25: Amaziah began his reign by avenging his father’s assassins. His reign is 
summarized well in verse 1: “He did what was right in the Lord’s sight but not wholeheartedly.”

The king gathered a vast army to fight against Edom, including a thousand hired from Israel. 
But an unnamed prophet convinced him to release the Israelites and to depend on the Lord 
alone for victory (25:5–12). Judah crushed the Edomites, but the disgruntled Israelites 
plundered Judah’s cities as they marched home. Amaziah angered the Lord because he 
returned with Edomite gods whom he worshiped. The Lord’s prophet condemned the king for 
his resistance to the Lord’s word (25:13–16), but the king would not listen. 

Fresh from his victory over Edom, Amaziah challenged the stronger Jehoash/Joash of Israel. 
The result of the conflict was the destruction of Jerusalem’s defenses and Amaziah’s capture. 
The Chronicler attributed Amaziah’s defeat and his subsequent murder to his sin of idolatry 
(25:17–28). This turn of events was from the LORD. 
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Chapter 26: Uzziah (Azariah) succeeded his father at the age of sixteen. Zechariah tutored 
Uzziah in the things of God. God blessed Uzziah in all he did; his fifty-two-year reign (there was 
a co-regency with Jotham, 767–740) was one of the longest and most prosperous among the 
kings of Judah (2 Chr 26:1–5; 2 Kgs 14:21–15:1–3). The king subjugated many peoples, built a 
huge army, and pioneered military weaponry. 

Unfortunately, because of his success he became proud and attempted to officiate at the altar. 
The Chronicler highlights the bravery of the priests to stand up to Uzziah for his unfaithfulness 
to the LORD. God struck the king with leprosy, and his son Jotham carried on in his place 
(26:6–23; 2 Kgs 15:5–7).


Chapter 27: The Chronicler does not spend a lot of time talking about Jotham. He was 
righteous like his father, but he did not act presumptuously by entering the temple proper in his 
reign. His conquest of the Ammonites was attributed to the favor God showed toward him 
(27:1–9).


Chapter 28: Chronicles emphasizes the wickedness of King Ahaz’s reign. “He did not do what 
was right in the Lord’s sight like his ancestor David…” (2 Chronicles 28:1).

Ahaz was remembered for his practice of human sacrifice and Baal worship (28:1–4). The writer 
interpreted Judah’s war with Israel and Aram as God’s judgment upon Ahaz (28:5–8; compare 
Isa 7). The Chronicler commended the victorious Northern Kingdom for obeying the prophet 
Oded and releasing the captured Judahites (28:5–15).

The Lord punished Judah further by pressuring it with the raiding armies of the mercenary 
Edomites and Philistines. Ahaz appealed to the Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III (745–727 B.C.), 
who promptly obliged by marching west, destroying Damascus and conquering Samaria. Ahaz 
failed at buying his independence with temple and royal treasuries. He became a vassal of the 
Assyrian king and bowed to the gods of Assyria. The worse Ahaz’s circumstances got, the 
more unfaithful he became to the LORD.

The Chronicler tried to introduce something positive about each king of Judah, but for Ahaz 
there was nothing good to report other than his death bringing Hezekiah to the throne.
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Outline of Section: 
I. Three Contrasting Kings, Pt2 (2 Chronicles 29-32)


A. Hezekiah’s Reforms (29:1–31:21)

1. Invitation To Consecrate the Temple (29:1–11)

2. Renewing Temple Worship (29:12–36)

3. Invitation to the Passover (30:1–12)

4. Celebrating the Passover (30:13–31:1)

5. Reorganizing Tithes and Offerings (31:2–21)


B. God Saves Judah Through Hezekiah’s Faith (32:1–33)

1. Hezekiah Defends (32:1–8)

2. Sennacherib Attacks (32:9–19)

3. The Lord Saves (32:20–23)

4. Hezekiah’s Successes and Failures (32:24–33)


Summary of Chapters 29-32 

Chapter 29: Hezekiah’s reign is given inordinate attention because of the prominence he gave 
to temple music and worship. Much of the Chronicler’s account (chaps. 29–31) is not paralleled 
in Kings.

The neglect of the temple under Ahaz (28:24) prompted Hezekiah to order the Levites to 
consecrate themselves and begin repair of the sanctuary. After sixteen days the Levites 
completed the task and opened the temple once again (29:1–17). After the Levites had 
cleansed the articles of worship, the king led the congregation in worship through offerings. 
The musical guilds functioned again as David had intended and performed the psalms of David 
and Asaph (29:18–30). After the people had atoned for their sins, they offered burnt and thank 
offerings so numerous that the Levites were requested to assist the overburdened priests. The 
sight and sounds of the temple brought great joy to the congregation (29:31–36).


Chapter 30: The king planned a great convocation in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. He 
invited their estranged kin in the North who had survived the collapse of Samaria in 722/21 
B.C. under Assyrian might. Because the temple was not yet prepared and many remained 
ceremonially impure, the Passover was held in the second month rather than the first as the 
law commanded (compare Exod 12; Num 9:10–11). Letters were dispatched throughout the 
land exhorting the northern remnants to repent of their former ways and join Judah in worship 
(30:1–12).

The Chronicler, always concerned for the propriety of worship, reported the unusual 
circumstances attending this celebration which the Lord graciously permitted. Hezekiah’s 
prayer of repentance on behalf of the people was accepted by God (30:13–20). So devoted 
was the worship of the people that they extended the Feast of Unleavened Bread a second 
week. The Chronicler compared the joy of Jerusalem on that occasion to the days of King 
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Solomon (30:21–27). The Chronicler extolled Hezekiah’s Passover in the same way the author 
of Kings praised Josiah’s (2 Kgs 23:21–23; compare also 2 Chr 35:18).


Chapter 31: Hezekiah’s cleansing of the temple (ch. 29) and celebration of the Passover (ch. 
30) enabled him to re-establish regular worship. This involved two further tasks, reorganizing 
the priests and Levites (v. 2) and establishing proper financial support for temple personnel and 
the system of offerings (vv. 4–19). The dominant emphasis of chapter 31 falls on the practical 
giving of the people, however. Though the king’s leadership provided an important stimulus, an 
effective system of worship was not possible without full popular involvement. The people 
happily brought their tithes and offerings as the law commanded. So vast were the offerings 
that there was an overabundance distributed among the priests (31:2–19). The Lord prospered 
Hezekiah for his faithfulness (31:20–21; 2 Kgs 18:5–7).


Chapter 32: Hezekiah’s efforts to restore faithful worship (chs. 29–31) form the background to 
Chronicles’ version of Hezekiah’s confrontation with Sennacherib of Assyria (vv. 1–23). Though 
this was one of the most important events in the history of the monarchy (cf. 2 Kgs 18:13–
19:37), what Chronicles describes is no ordinary military battle. Neither the Assyrian nor the 
Israelite army plays any part in what is effectively a war of words.

Hezekiah made preparations for war (32:1–5). The king encouraged the people to remain 
faithful because the Lord was more powerful than the Assyrians or their gods (32:6–8). An 
Assyrian delegation addressed the people of Jerusalem in their native Hebrew. They threatened 
the city by ridiculing Hezekiah’s dependence on the Lord (32:9–19). The Chronicler was 
offended by the Assyrian derision of Israel’s God when they likened the Lord to an idol, “the 
work of men’s hands” (32:19). An account of Sennacherib’s invasion is recorded on his palace 
walls in Nineveh in which he boasted that he had Hezekiah caged like a bird.

Yet Hezekiah, supported by Isaiah the prophet, resisted their threats, praying for God’s 
intervention. The Lord honored their prayers and sent an angel of destruction among the 
Assyrians. Sennecherib retreated to Nineveh, where he was later murdered by his own sons. 
The people greatly rejoiced at the deliverance and worshiped the Lord anew (32:20–23).

When Hezekiah became ill unto death, the Lord answered the king’s prayers for mercy by 
giving a sign. However, the king became proud, and the Lord convicted him of his sins. His 
repentance averted the Lord’s wrath (32:24–26). The final years of Hezekiah were blessed of 
God, and he prospered in all that he attempted (32:27–33).
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Outline of Section: 
I. Three Kings and Humble Repentance (2 Chronicles 33-35)


A. Manasseh (33:1–20)

1. Manasseh’s Unparalleled Evil (33:1–9)

2. Manasseh’s Repentance and God’s Favor (33:10–20)


B. Amon Is Unrepentant (33:21–25)

C. Josiah (34:1–36:1)


1. Josiah Seeks God Faithfully (34:1–7)

2. Josiah Repents Over God’s Word (34:8–33)

3. Josiah Celebrates the Passover (35:1–19)

4. Josiah’s Death (35:20–36:1)


II. Four Kings and the End of a Kingdom (2 Chronicles 36)

A. The Fall of Jehoahaz (36:2–4) 

B. The Fall of Jehoiakim (36:5–8)

C. The Fall of Jehoiachin (36:9–10) 

D. The Fall of Zedekiah and of the Kingdom (36:11–20)


III. Beginning To Rebuild God’s House (36:21–23)


Summary of Chapters 33-36 

Chapter 33: The Chronicler detailed the despicable acts of Manasseh who indulged in every 
evil act of idolatry, sorcery, and astrology (33:1–9). The writer of Kings blamed Manasseh’s 
reign for the Lord’s destruction of Jerusalem and the deportation to Babylon (2 Kgs 21:10–15).

The Chronicler’s account of Manasseh’s reign departs from the narrative of 2 Kings 21:1–18 by 
including the unusual story of Manasseh’s imprisonment in Assyria. During this exile, he 
repented and God answered by returning him to Jerusalem (33:10–13). Upon his return 
Manasseh repaired the temple and renewed proper worship (33:14–17).

His successor was Amon (642–640 B.C.). The Chronicler had no words of commendation for 
him (33:21–25).


Chapter 34: Josiah reigned for thirty-one years and walked in the way of the Lord as David had 
done (34:1–2, 33; 2 Kgs 22:1–2).

Chronicles (34:3–7) indicates that religious reform began in Josiah’s eighth year, a full decade 
before the discovery of the Book of the Law. The purge of idolatry and high places extended to 
northern towns as well as Judah, indicating that Josiah’s rule was expanding into the old 
Northern Kingdom without Assyria’s interference.
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The Levites received money from the rulers and common people to refurbish the temple (34:8–
13). As the Levites worked, the high priest Hilkiah found a copy of the Book of the Law (also 
called “Book of the Covenant,” 34:30). From Josiah’s response most scholars have concluded 
that it was a portion of Deuteronomy. Upon hearing the book read, Josiah was remorseful and 
feared the Lord’s wrath. The prophetess Huldah declared that the Lord would destroy Judah 
but preserve Josiah’s reign because of his humble repentance. Josiah led the people in a great 
covenant renewal ceremony (34:14–33).


Chapter 35: Celebration of Passover and the week of Unleavened Bread followed the reforms 
of Hezekiah (chap. 30) and Josiah. Chronicles, because of its interest in religious matters, 
elaborated on the few verses given to it in 2 Kings 23:21–23.

The celebration occurred in the appropriate month, unlike Hezekiah’s Passover renewal (30:15). 
To worship the Lord properly the Levites and priests consecrated themselves and then 
prepared the sacrifices in behalf of the people (35:1–9). The Levites functioned in their proper 
order in accordance with the Book of Moses. Typical of the Chronicler, he also included the role 
of the musical groups David appointed. The celebration exceeded that of any previous 
Passover since the days of Samuel. Josiah’s reforms culminated with the Passover observed in 
the same year as the finding of the Book of the Law (35:10–19).

The Chronicler also clarified the events of Josiah’s death at the battle of Megiddo, where 
Pharaoh Neco defeated him (35:20–24; also see 2 Kgs 23:26–30). Neco was marching through 
Jezreel to assist the Assyrians, who were pinned down by the Babylonians at Carchemish 
(North Syria). Ironically, Josiah, whose reign was remembered for its righteousness, died 
because he failed to adhere to the Lord’s command (35:22). The prophet Jeremiah (not 
mentioned in Kings) lamented in song the death of Josiah (35:25–27).


Chapter 36: The Chronicler gives a brief account of Judah’s last kings (compare 2 Kgs 23:30–
25:21; Jer 52:4–27).

Jehoahaz, whom Neco installed, was deposed after only three months and replaced by a 
second son of Josiah, Jehoiakim (36:1–4). Nebuchadnezzar was victorious at Carchemish and 
subjugated the kingdom of Judah. Jehoiakim’s evil reign ended when Nebuchadnezzar, who 
invaded rebellious Jerusalem and plundered the temple (36:5–8), took Jehoiakim to Babylon. 

King Jehoiachin was quickly supplanted with the puppet king Zedekiah, whose rebellion led to 
Jerusalem’s final demise in 586 B.C. (36:9–13).

The Chronicler’s final remarks are a sermon blaming the failure of the priests and leaders to 
obey the Lord’s commands for the temple’s and city’s destruction (36:14–19). Writing almost 
two centuries after Kings, the Chronicler (36:20–21) included in his story the return of the 
exiles, adding that Jeremiah predicted this (Jer 25:11; 29:10). The Chronicler commented that 
the land had its sabbath rest as the law required (compare Lev 26), for the seventy years from 
the ruin of the temple (586 B.C.) to its rebuilding (516 B.C.).
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