
“Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His 
harvest’” (Matt 9:37-38).

How often do you pray this prayer? When was the last time that you asked God 
to send more laborers into His vineyard? Is this a request you make of Him on a 
regular basis?

I would guess most of us would have to confess this is not something that we 
frequently include in our prayers. And yet, Jesus urged His disciples to make this 
petition. Should it not be something heard as often as “ready recollection,” “guide, 
guard, and direct,” or “next appointed time”? This petition as well should be 
thoroughly entrenched in the language of our prayers.

Why is it that we don’t regularly ask God to send out workers into His harvest?

Maybe we do not see the world as Jesus sees it: “distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd” (Matt 9:36). Maybe if we shared His perspective of 
the lost souls around us day by day, we would be more fervent to ask God for 
workers to help reach them.

Maybe we don’t have our priorities straight. Our provisions, health, and 
happiness are more often at the forefront of our prayers than God’s will being 
done on earth. The Lord’s work and our work are operating in two different 
planes. We have our own goals and aspirations irrespective of any of God’s plans 
for our life. Maybe if seeking and saving the lost were as important to us as it is to 
God, it would be a more regular focus in our prayers. (continued next page >>>)
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6/7 - Psalms 33-35
6/8 - Psalms 36-39
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6/10 - Psalms 43-45

“Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my 
path.” (Psalm 119:105)

“Count your many blessings, name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 
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Maybe it would be hypocritical for us to make such a request. We know that we cannot sit idly on the 
sidelines and ask God to send others out into the fields of evangelism. If we are to make such a request, it 
means we must be willing to get up and labor for the Lord’s harvest ourselves. It is no surprise, after Jesus 
instructs the disciples to pray that laborers be sent out into the harvest, that we read in Matthew 10 that Jesus 
sent these disciples out into the surrounding districts to teach the people about the kingdom of God. May it be 
the case that they were willing to go because the time that they spent in prayer for laborers convicted them to 
do something? May it be the case that they were willing to go and speak the message to people because, 
through their time in prayer, they learned to see the world the way Jesus did? 

Maybe we don’t make this request in prayer because we just don’t want to evangelize or are unwilling to make 
time for it. Maybe we do not see it as our responsibility. “That’s why we hire preachers, right? We hire them 
and pay them to do this work for us.” This is not a scriptural mindset. As I said towards the end of the series I 
preached on the church, there is no biblical precedent/authority to hire people to do work that we either “don’t 
have (or make) time to do or that we do not want to do ourselves. It may be much easier and much more 
comfortable to hire people to share the gospel with others or to preach for us, but it is not biblical to hire 
people to get out of doing work ourselves. It is a good thing to support evangelists to do their work for the 
Lord, whether the work is done here or elsewhere in the world, but we do not see in scripture that 
congregations hired people to do the work of evangelism by proxy through the gospel preacher/evangelist. 
The gifts of evangelist and shepherd were not given to the people of God so that these men can do the work 
for the congregation, but so that God’s people can be equipped to do the work of ministry on their own (see 
Ephesians 4:11-12). We need to get away from the “professional preacher/pastor mindset” and see our own 
need to work and serve in the kingdom by displaying our own faith in the Gospel message by sharing it with 
the people we see on a daily basis. 

Maybe if we prayed the prayer “send more laborers into the harvest” more often, we would be reminded of the 
work God has called us to. We each have a responsibility to sow, water, and reap in the fields. The harvest is 
plentiful, but the workers are few. Are you among their number? 
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