FAMILY
NEWS
A P R I L 2 9 , 2 0 18

WELCOME
GUESTS!
If you are visiting with us
and have any questions
about what you have seen
or heard today, please fill
out a visitor’s card or ask
to talk to one of our
shepherds. Our desire is to
give you a biblical answer
about the things that we
believe and practice.

THIS WEEK’S
READING:
4/30 - 2 Chron 19-21
5/01 - 2 Chron 22-25
5/02 - 2 Chron 26-28
5/03 - 2 Chron 29-31
5/04 - 2 Chron 32-35
5/05 - 2 Chron 36; Ezra
1-2
5/06 -Ezra 3-5
“Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my
path.” (Psalm 119:105)

Madrid
CHURCH OF CHRIST

“COUNT YOUR MANY BLESSINGS…”

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
•

Events to plan for:
- 5/20 - Guest speaker for both sermon times: Wes Key
- 6/3 - Song Service

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mattson family (Art and Jennifer, Owen, Sam)
Cooper & parents
Larry - issue he has had with the nerve in his face. Has been doing a lot
better!
Erb & Jan - Erb getting treatments
Janis & family
Sam Davidson
Sandy - lung/breathing issues
Alicia and Ella
Samantha and baby
Bart - breathing/asthma issues. Give thanks for improvement
Evangelists we support in the U.S. and Africa (Jason, Brewer, Esrael,
Bob B., & Jesus Guerrero)
Widows (Margaret, Ramona, Sandy, Renee, Janis)
Our Shepherds as they lead and feed this flock
Our deacons as they serve
Spiritual growth for new converts
Young people in school or college
Parents - wisdom in training and teaching their children

TODAY’S LESSONS:

ASSEMBLY TIMES:
SUNDAY
Sermon
9:00 am
Bible Classes 10:00 am
Worship
11:00 am
WEDNESDAY
Bible Classes 7:00 pm
“Count your many blessings, name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.”

Training Our Comfort
Zone
By Grady Huggins

We all have certain roles we are comfortable fulfilling and situations in which we find ourselves at ease.
On the other hand, some tasks may call for skills we are still developing and other circumstances may
push the limits of our past experience.
There is nothing wrong with having a “comfort zone.” But it is foolish for us to set these boundaries in
stone. Jesus often calls us to exceed the limits of our comfort zone. He calls us to multiply our talents
and move on to higher ground in our service. He calls us to be courageous in the face of opposition and
persevere in the face of affliction. He calls us to reevaluate the status quo and explore more effective
ways to accomplish His will and work in our lives.
Consider a few examples: God called Moses to exceed his comfort zone in returning to Egypt and
demanding that Pharaoh release his Israelite slaves. Moses was an 80 year old man that had spent half
of his life running from his past in Egypt and now God was calling him to return. And he was called to
stand up to the most powerful man on earth! Talk about nerve racking!
We could look at the apostles in the New Testament. Simple fishermen like Peter, Andrew, James, and
John were called to leave behind their nets to become fishers of men. These men who had no public
speaking experience or formal training were commanded to go city to city, house to house, preaching
the message of the kingdom. They were assured that they would often be rejected and persecuted. Read
the suffering experienced by the apostle Paul in 2 Cor 11:23-28 and then ask yourself what the
Christian’s attitude should be toward his “comfort zone.”
Consider Jesus’ call to Peter in Acts 10. How comfortable do you think a devout Jew would have been
entering into a house full of Gentiles and having fellowship with them? God had to repeat His message
3 times in a vision before Peter could be convinced to tear down the barriers of his comfort zone. God
had work for him to do it, and Peter could not allow the standards of his past experience to get in the
way. The boundaries of Peter’s comfort zone had to be moved to fit the boundaries of God’s will.
Jesus’ call to us today is not substantially different. Following Jesus means denying ourselves (Matt
16:24) and that will often require us to do things we are not entirely comfortable with. We must not
hide from the work that needs to be done in God’s kingdom. We must not resign to the current limits of
our ability. We must not be content with the status quo.
When our own prejudices are putting up boundaries that God has not set, we must have the honesty to
change. When more effective methods can be employed to accomplish God’s work, we must have the
courage to use them. We must allow God to train our comfort zone to conform to His will more each
day.
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