
THIS WEEK’S 
READING:

4/9 - 2 Kings 5-8
4/10 - 2 Kings 9-11

4/11 - 2 Kings 12-14
4/12 - 2 Kings 15-18
4/13 - 2 Kings 19-21
4/14 - 2 Kings 22-24

4/15 -2 Kings 25;              
1 Chron 1-2

“Your word is a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my 
path.” (Psalm 119:105)

9AM
TODAY’S LESSON:

“Count your many blessings, name them one by one, And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” 
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“COUNT YOUR MANY BLESSINGS…”

WELCOME GUESTS!
If you are visiting with us 
and have any questions 
about what you have seen 
or heard today, please fill 
out a visitor’s card or ask 
to talk to one of our 
shepherds. Our desire is 
to give you a biblical 
answer about the things 
that we bel ieve and 
practice. 

• Mattson family (Art and Jennifer, Owen, Sam)
• Cooper & parents
• Larry - issue he has had with the nerve in his face. Has been doing a lot 

better! 
• Erb & Jan - Erb getting treatments
• Janis & family
• Sam Davidson
• Sandy - lung/breathing issues
• Alicia and baby
• Samantha and baby
• Bart - breathing/asthma issues. Give thanks for improvement
• Evangelists we support in the U.S. and Africa (Jason, Brewer, Esrael, 

Bob B., & Jesus Guerrero)
• Widows (Margaret, Ramona, Sandy, Renee, Janis)
• Our Shepherds as they lead and feed this flock
• Our deacons as they serve
• Spiritual growth for new converts
• Sarah Johnson - wisdom in making decisions about the future 
• Young people in school or college
• Parents - wisdom in training and teaching their children

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
• If you would like to send notes, gift cards, etc. to the Mattson’s to 

encourage them, here is their contact information: 
Art and Jennifer Mattson, Owen, Sam
160 Southern Woods Ct
Cookeville, TN 38506

• Below is the contact info for the evangelist we are now supporting in 
Alabama. Feel free to send him encouraging notes. 

Jesus Guerrero 
400 Limestone St NE
Russellville, AL 35653

• Events to plan for:
- 5/6 - Song service @ 9am
- 5/20 - Guest speaker for both sermons: Wes Key

“I urge that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 
everyone… This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants everyone to 

be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:1, 3-4).

KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:
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Lord willing, in our final lessons in this series, we will look at the purpose of local 
congregations and their assemblies. We will see how local congregations and their 
assemblies equip God’s people to be what God calls them to be as members of the 
universal assembly.

I. Purposes of Local Congregations

A. Spiritual Care and Oversight

1. 1 Timothy 3:5; Acts 20:27-32; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13

B. Accountability and Discipline

1. Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:8; Galatians 5:25-6:1; 2 
Thessalonians 3:6

2. When We Are Gathered Together: 1 Cor 5:4-5

C. Encouragement/Edification

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Romans 14:19

2. When We Gather Together: Hebrews 10:24-25; 1 Cor 14:3, 4, 5, 12, 26

D. Ministering to the Saints 

1. Voluntarily Caring for the Needs of Christians in our Area (Acts 2:44-45, 
4:32-5:4)

2. Pooling Together Money To Send to Other Places (Acts 11:27-30; 1 Cor 
16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9)

3. Having Fellowship/Supporting w/ Workers of the Lord (1 Cor 9:14; 2 Cor 
11:8-9)

4. When We Gather Together: a Good Time To Make Needs Known and To 
Encourage Helping Those in Need With Generosity. It Is Also a 
Convenient Time To Pool Together Resources To Send To Brethren in 
Need.

5. Applications:

(A) Be careful not to think of the local church as an organization that the 
people work through. The local church is the people, not an 
organization like the Salvation Army. 

(B) Local churches are not enterprises that hire and fire workers that are 
“official representatives” of their congregations. Instead, they support 
Christian servants in the work they are doing for the Lord, no matter 
where they are doing their work. 

E. Remembering the Lord’s Death Together 

1. One of the Main Reasons We Gather Together (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 
11:17ff)
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Questions to 
Consider: 

• Do we limit our service 
to our brethren to what 
happens in our meeting 
place?

• Do we deal with sin 
when it is known, or do 
we “sweep it under the 
rug” or allow it to 
continue?

• Are we generous & 
hospitable people? 

• Do we expect the 
congregation’s bank 
account to meet every 
need and to do all of the 
work for us?

• Do we think of the local 
church as an organization 
or enterprise that is more 
than the people?

• Do we hire men to do 
work that we are 
unwilling to do, thinking 
that we do the work “by 
proxy” through them, or 
do we view ourselves as 
coworkers with them and 
do what we count as 
uncomfortable to serve 
our brothers and sisters?

Do you have any 
questions about what the 
Bible teaches about the 

church? Let Jason know.


