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Our Definition of Zeal:

Zeal is “having a burning desire to please God which leads us to action - to 
lovingly serve others with courage, diligence, and wisdom.”

Today we are going to talk about how our zealous works need to be motivated & 
stirred up by love. If we desire to be zealous like our Lord Jesus, love must be 
the primary reason why we want to serve the Lord and one another. The Lord’s 
love needs to stir us up to be concerned for the physical and spiritual well-being 
of others.

I. Without Love, Zeal Is  _______________________.

A. See 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
1. Amazing acts of service for the Lord, even if they are done 

zealously, do not profit us anything if they are not done in love 
for God and for our neighbor. 

B. Are our good works motivated by a love?

II. Those Who Zealously Love Seek to  _______________________ 

__________________.

A. See 1 Corinthians 14:1-4; 12

B. Love is more than just words

1. 1 John 3:18

2. Love is a concern for the well-being of others that is seen in our 
actions. 

C. _____________ we do something is just as important as what we do!

III. Those Who Zealously Love Do So ___________________ 

__________________. 

A. There is no good work they are unwilling to do.

1. If we love, we will be willing to even do menial things for others. 

B. There is no person they are unwilling to show love to.

1. If we love everyone, we will be willing to serve even those we would 
not normally spend time with. 

2. Love is not cliquish.

C. There is no limit to what they are willing to give to help.

1. Acts 2 and Acts 4

2. 2 Corinthians 8

Can we help to stir you up to love others more like Jesus? 

MY NOTES:

THINKING THROUGH  
TODAY’S LESSON:

• Can you enter your name in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7?

- Do your good works show love 
towards others?

- Are your actions motivated by 
pride and selfishness or by love 
for others?

• Are there things you are unwilling 
to do for others?

• Are there people you are unwilling 
to serve?

• Are you only willing to love if you 
don’t have to make sacrifices?


