MADRID CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday, 09/03/17

"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil" (Ephesians 6:11).

TODAY’S LESSONS:
9AM

11AM

“…lif ting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the
hour has come; glorif y Your Son, that the Son may
glorif y You…” (John 17:1).

More Than Followers: Disciple-Makers
By Max Dawson

Among the final words of Jesus to His disciples were these:
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
Amen.”
This text contains the marching orders that Jesus gave His disciples as
He was about to leave them. The disciples obeyed Jesus and were
eminently successful in impacting the world for Him.
According to the book of Acts, these men carried to gospel to
"Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the earth" (Acts
1:8).
What caused these twelve men to be so successful? It was the fact that
Jesus had trained them for three and one-half years. When you read
through the gospels, you are not merely reading about the travels of
Jesus. You are reading much more than Jesus just preaching to the large
crowds.
When you read through the gospels, you are reading about Jesus training
those twelve men to do His work after He returned to heaven.
Mentoring--that's what Jesus did!
We may be surprised to learn that in the Lord's short period of ministry
that He did not focus on merely gaining followers. If that was His
mission--to merely gain followers--we would have to conclude that He
was not very successful. When He left this earth it appears that he had
only about 120 disciples who were loyal to Him. Not a very good
showing.
Instead of trying to gain thousands of followers, Jesus focused on
training a few men to be leaders, to do His work for Him after He left the
earth. The three and one-half years He spent with His disciples were
consumed in training and equipping them for the greatest task the world
has ever known.

The twelve men He trained were more than followers. They were trained
by Him to go out and make more disciples.
Can you and I do the same? Whatever your role is in the kingdom, can
you mentor someone to do what you are doing? Can you train another
who can carry on the work that you presently do?
If you are an elder, deacon, preacher, Bible class teacher, home study
teacher, song leader--can you mentor someone to continue your work
after you are gone? I think you can. We all can. When you leave the
church building each Sunday and Wednesday, find men and women
(young and old) who you can disciple/mentor.
It's what Jesus did. It's what you can do. “Go and make disciples…”

Love and Faith: Shown in Obedience
By Doy Moyer
It is possible to do something commanded by the Lord without loving
Him. In this case the action is hollow. But it is not possible to love the
Lord without obedience, for it was Jesus who said, “If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word” (John 14:23).
It is possible to do something commanded by the Lord without faith. In
this case the action is merely coincidental. But it is not possible to have
true faith without obedience, for the Scripture says, “without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He
is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (Heb. 11:6).
Under no circumstance do we ever find love or faith unattended by
obedience and action. Where love is, there is a keeping of His word.
Where faith is, there is diligence in seeking Him.
Therefore, we ought never to say, “I love Jesus,” unless we are striving to
keep His word. And let us not say, “I have faith in God,” unless we are
diligently seeking Him.

Can you say, “I love God”?
Can you say, “I have faith in God”?

VISITORS: THANKS FOR COMING TODAY!
If you are visiting with us and have any questions about what you have
seen or heard today, please fill out a visitor’s card or contact us using the
information below. We would be happy to schedule a time to sit down
with you and to answer your questions from God’s word. If there is
anything we can do to help you spiritually, please let us know. We are
here to serve!
Call or text Jason @ 412-999-4837 or email him @
preacher@madridchurch.com

Upcoming Events:
• 09/04 – Labor Day Parade. Come walk the parade and hand out
invitations!
• 09/10-09/13 – Gospel Meeting w/ Matthew Allen
• 09/10 – Shed Potluck After Services
• 10/08 - Prayer/Song Service
• 10/29 - Next Invite Sunday – The Best Possible News: Jesus Will
Return

If there is an event you are planning that you want in the bulletin,
let Jason know!

Daily Reading:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

09/04 – Matt 25-26; Psalm 93
09/05 – Matt 27-28; Psalm 94
09/06 – Mark 1-2; Psalm 95
09/07 – Mark 3-4; Psalm 96
09/08 – Mark 5-6; Psalm 97
09/09 – Mark 7-8; Psalm 98
09/10 – Mark 9-10; Psalm 99

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
-Psalm 119:105

