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"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the schemes of the devil" (Ephesians 6:11). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are you doing on fulfilling the goals that our 
shepherds gave us for 2017?  



I would Give ANYTHING! 
 

A concert pianist put on a private event for a group of women. The 
women listened with excitement as the pianist perfectly played what 
she had selected for the event. After the event was over, one of the 
women chatted with the pianist.  
 
"Your playing just thrilled me. I would give anything to be able to 
play like you." 
 
"No, you wouldn't!" was the pianist’s reply. 
 
Shocked, the patron exclaimed, "I would! I really would give 
anything!" 
 
The pianist responded again, "If you were truly willing to give 
anything, then you would have already done so. But you haven't. So 
you are not willing to give anything to be a concert pianist." 
 
She continued, "Would you be willing to give up married life and a 
family? I never married because I knew I could not freely pursue my 
skills as a pianist; it would not be fair to a husband and children. 
Would you be willing to practice 6-8 hours every day for years, 
hoping for an opportunity to play at Carnegie Hall? Would you be 
open to correction from the harshest teachers in the world? Would 
you be ready for the music critics to tear you down after every 
concert?  
 
"Even after all these years I still must practice every day. If I miss a 
day, I know it. If I miss a week of practice, the critics know it. If I 
miss two weeks of practice, the public knows it.  
 
"Would you really be willing to give anything to be a concert 
pianist? I think not." 
 
This story is an interesting one when it is applied to our spiritual 
lives. How many times have you or I said the following things in the 
past: 



• I would give anything to know God’s word like _______ 
(insert name); 

• I would give anything to be less impatient; 
• I would give anything to be a godlier parent; 
• I would give anything to have a better prayer life; 
• Etc. 

 
We could go on and on giving a list of things that we may have said 
in the past, “I would give anything” for, but the story above gives us 
something to think about. The pianist’s reply may at first seem very 
unkind, but we must ask, “is it true?” If we are not already doing 
what is necessary to make it possible to achieve what we have said 
we’d “give anything” for, are we really being honest with ourselves?  
 
When we say, "I would give anything," many times we don't really 
mean it. It may be just idle talk, or maybe it is meant to be a 
compliment, or even flattery, to the person we are saying it to. But, 
if you or I would really “give anything,” we already would have 
done so – or in the very least, we would have begun the process of 
pursing it by now. 
 
I would encourage you to ask the following question regarding the 
things that you have said you would give anything for: do your 
actions back up your claim? For example: 
 

• If you have said in the past, “I would give anything to have 
a more intimate prayer life,” are you doing what is necessary 
to make this happen? Are you spending time in prayer daily? 
Are you studying what God’s word says about prayer? 

• If you have said in the past, “I would give anything to be a 
better parent,” are you working to show a more Christ-like 
love at home, and are you talking about God’s word in your 
home to your spouse and children?   

 
What are you doing to achieve what you have said “I’d give 
anything for”? The actions which follow such a statement are proof 
as to whether we really believe those words are true.  
 



Visitors: 
Thank you for coming today! 

If you are visiting with us and have any questions about what you 
have seen or heard today, please fill out a visitor’s card or contact 
us using the information below. We would be happy to schedule a 
time to sit down with you and to answer your questions from God’s 
word.  

Call or text Jason @ 412-999-4837 or email him @ 
preacher@madridchurch.com 

 

Upcoming Events: 
• 07/19 Labor Day Planning Meeting @ 6PM 
• 07/30 Next Invite Sunday – The Best Possible News: Jesus is 

Risen 
• 08/06 Song Service 

 

Men: Jason is scheduled to be out of town on 7/23, & 8/6. Check 
the preaching list to see if you will need to give a lesson on one of 
these Sundays.  
 

Daily Reading: 
• 07/17 – Ezekiel 45-48; Psalm 44 
• 07/18 – Ezra 1-3; Psalm 45  
• 07/19 – Ezra 4-7; Psalm 46 
• 07/20 – Ezra 8-10; Psalm 47 
• 07/21 – Nehemiah 1-3; Psalm 48 
• 07/22 – Nehemiah 4-6; Psalm 49 
• 07/23 – Nehemiah 7-9; Psalm 50 

 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  

  -Psalm 119:105 


