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"Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil" (Ephesians 6:11).

God is Good All the Time
By Shane Scott
When my wife was first diagnosed
and treated for cancer, anytime we
shared positive news about the
success of her treatments, one of
our friends would invariably
respond, “God is good.” And when
we were told that her cancer was
gone, we were eager to shout, “God
is good!” as well. But her cancer
returned, and spread. Does that mean God is no longer good?

It’s easy to say, “God is good” when prayers are being answered
beyond our wildest dreams, but when things do not go as we hope, can
we still say, “God is good”? Psalm 100:5 says, “For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.” So what about those times when we are hurting and
crying out and our prayers are not answered as we hoped. Does that
mean that God who is so gracious and faithful has suddenly become
stingy and unreliable? Not at all.
1. God is good all the time because He is perfecting our character
through our trials. I wish that we could honestly say that we can learn
the most important lessons of life and godliness without ever going
through pain and heartache. But that just isn’t true. We’d all like to
think we are eager to listen to God and compliant with His will, but the
reality is that complacency and forgetfulness come too easily to us.
And God wants us to learn and grow. He didn’t create us to be
computers that are simply programmed to create whatever output He
wanted. He created us to be in a living, loving vibrant relationship that
we freely choose, and part of the learning and growing that make this
relationship possible is the Lord’s discipline.
“And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives.’ It is for discipline that you have
to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his
father does not discipline?” (Hebrews 12:5-7).
God uses suffering to discipline us, to teach us, and in particular, to
teach us to share His character and holiness. “For the moment all
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it”
(Hebrews 12:11). These are tough lessons, hard lessons, but they are
good lessons.
2. God is good all the time because He provides us with the
encouragement of a wonderful spiritual family during our
suffering. It would be an understatement to say that Paul had a

complicated relationship with the Corinthians. And the last thing we
would probably imagine is that they were a source of comfort to him.
But that’s what he says in his second letter to them as he described
hearing of their repentance from Titus:
“But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of
Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which
he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning,
your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more” (2 Corinthians 7:6-7).
I’ve had moments in my work for the kingdom when I was discouraged,
when I felt betrayed, when I was bitterly disappointed in people. But in
everyone of those moments I have been blessed with countless Tituses,
calls and visits and emails from people, some of whom I had never met
and only have in common the bond of faith in Christ. Paul says that is
God’s doing. After all, why do we have such a family if not for Him?
God is good all the time.
3. Finally, God is good all the time because He has promised us
eternal glory after our suffering.
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:3-5).
Yes, Peter acknowledges, we must endure a time of testing (1:6-7). But
this testing is not an end, but the means to an end of God’s glorious
purpose.
“Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now
see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible
and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation
of your souls” (1:8-9).
Why was Peter so sure of this? Why did he preach even after the
Sadducees arrested and beat him and threatened him? Why was he
willing to give his own life, and exhort others to endure the fiery trial?

Because he had seen the risen Lord. Look at verse 3 – our hope is
“through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead,” and because he knew
that God kept His promise to Jesus he is sure God will keep His promise
to us.
Because God is good all the time.

Visitors: Thank you for coming
today!
If you are visiting with us and have any questions about what you have
seen or heard today, please fill out a visitor’s card or ask to talk to one of
our elders. You can also contact Jason Smith using the information below.
We would be happy to schedule a time to sit down with you and to answer
your questions from God’s word. If there is anything we can do to help
you spiritually, please let us know. We are here to serve!
Call or text Jason @ 412-999-4837 or email him @
preacher@madridchurch.com

Upcoming Events:
•
•

06/04 - Song Service @ 9AM
07/30 – Next Invite Sunday - The Best Possible News: Jesus is Risen

If there is an event you are planning at your house that you want put in
the bulletin, let Jason know!

Daily Reading:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

05/22 – Job 12-15; Psalm 138
05/23 – Job 16-19; Psalm 139
05/24 – Job 20-23; Psalm 140
05/25 – Job 24-28; Psalm 141
05/26 – Job 29-31; Psalm 142
05/27 – Job 32-34; Psalm 143
05/28 – Job 35-37; Psalm 144

