
EQUIP
FIRST & SECOND PETER AND JUDE



1.God’s people are equipped so they can 
work — so they can share what they 
have been given with others. 

2.God’s people are equipped with 
knowledge in order to grow spiritually 
and be protected from error.  

3.God’s people are equipped so they can 
work towards unity.

OUR GOAL - BE EQUIPPED 
Ephesians 4:11-16

EQUIP: PETER & JUDE’S EPISTLES



• Who is the author? 
- Peter the Apostle (1:1) 

• Who is the author writing to? 
- Exiles of the dispersion in…  (1:1) 

• Are there other people referred to in 
the book (greeting or closing)?  

- Who are they? How does the 
original audience know them? 

- Silvanus wrote epistle for Peter (1 
Peter 5:120

Who?



• When was the epistle/book written? 
- 60-63AD 

• Is the epistle/book focusing on past, 
present, or future events? 

- Peter speaks of present suffering 
(1:6) and of a future “fiery trial” 
that is coming on the household of 
God (4:12-19).

When?



Where Was Letter Sent?



• Where was the letter written from? 
- Babylon (5:13) Maybe a reference 

to Rome? 
- ‘Babylon’ is used in Revelation as a 

reference to Rome (see Rev. 16:19, 
17:5; 18:2; and cf 17:9 as an 
identification of the ‘seven hills 
of’ Rome)

Where?



• What is going on in the book? What is the 
main theme(s)? What is going on in the 
lives of the author and His recipients?  

• This is a good time to try to outline the 
book

What?

Main Theme: Standing Firm in the Midst of Trials

Key Verse: 1 Peter 1:6-7

1:1 - 2:10 A living hope in spite of hardship

2:11 - 3:12 Submit as pilgrims & sojourners

3:13 - 5:14 Preparing for the “fiery trial”



What are the motivations of the author? 
Why did He write the book? * 

1. Peter wanted them to see their 
temporary sufferings in light of 
what God has reserved for them in 
Heaven 

2. Peter wanted to encourage them to 
remain steadfast in faith & 
obedience (1 Peter 4:19)

Why?

* Sometimes the author tells you exactly why they  
  wrote (cf. 1 John 5:13)



How does the author write? What genre 
does the author use? 

- Historical narrative?  
- Poetry? 
- Wisdom?  
- Prophecy? 
- Apocalyptic language? 
- Letter/epistle?

How?



• Sentences or paragraphs within a book/
letter of the Bible can be misinterpreted if 
you don’t keep in mind the facts learned 
in your survey of the book/letter. 

• The books/letters must first be understood 
from the perspective of the original 
recipients before principles and 
applications are drawn from the text for 
us.

Don’t Forget the Context!

EQUIP: PETER & JUDE’S EPISTLES



1. Read the passage multiple times, in many 
translations if possible 

2. Write down surface observations about the text 
(summary) and take note of transitional words 
or words that are repeated.  

3. Write down questions you need to find answers 
for and words that you need to define, then do 
research so you can properly interpret the 
passage.

Worksheets:  
Dissecting the Text

EQUIP: PETER & JUDE’S EPISTLES



After going through these steps, you should 
be able to answer the following questions 
about the passage: 

• What are the main lessons for the 
original audience (O.A.)? Are there other 
passages that reinforce these lessons? 

• What applications are there for today? 
• Are there specific things I need to change 

in my life based on the teaching of this 
passage? Is there a sin I need to confess?

Worksheets:  
Dissecting the Text



Example: 1 Peter 1:1-2
OBSERVE: What do you see on 

the surface?



INTERPRET: What does it 
mean? Lessons for O.A.? 

• Words to define: Apostle, exiles, 
dispersion, foreknowledge, 
sanctification 

• Places to find on the map (if you 
didn’t do this earlier): Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia 

• Questions I need to research: 
- Sprinkling of blood?

Example: 1 Peter 1:1-2



• As they endured suffering, they needed 
to be reminded that they are exiles in 
this world. 

• They needed to remember why they 
have hope and who gave it to them 

• They need to see the intended result of 
being given hope: obedience/submission.

Lessons for the O.A.?

EQUIP: PETER & JUDE’S EPISTLES

Example: 1 Peter 1:1-2



• At this point, there may be some other 
questions you can ask to go even 
deeper in your study: 

- Is there precedent from elsewhere in 
scripture to back up your conclusions or 
to reinforce the principles that you got 
from the study of a specific text?  

- Are there passages that may contradict 
the conclusions I came to in this 
passage?

REINFORCE



• Do I count myself as an exile/stranger 
in a foreign land? Am I too much “at 
home” in this country/world? 

• Am I living the obedient, sanctified life 
that Jesus died so I could have?  

• Have I thanked God for what He has 
done to make my hope possible?

APPLICATION FOR US?

Example: 1 Peter 1:1-2



PURPOSE OF AUTHOR: DISCOVER CONTEXT 
• Who, what where, when, why, how? 

PRINCIPLES IN PASSAGE: LESSONS FOR O.A. 
• What lessons are there for the original recipients 

of the book/letter? What is stated or shown the 
original recipients about God’s will? 

PRECEDENT FROM SCRIPTURE: REINFORCE 
• What other passages of scripture/examples 

reinforce the principles that you have gotten 
from the text?  

APPLICATION: LET SCRIPTURE CHANGE YOU! 
• What applications are there for us from these 

principles? What do you and I need to change? 



PREPARE TO SHARE!

If you have done all of these things, 
you have all the information you 
need to prepare to teach someone 
else.


